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RELIABLE COLLARLESS BLADE RETENTION 




Meticulous machining produces a built-in 
"collarless" technology that holds the 
blades in their closed position for 

foolproof blade retention. 

At impact, the blades deploy in 
\ / the same devastating RAGE manner, 

creating the giant wounds and 
hemorrhaging blood loss that makes 
k t w RAGE the #1 broadhead in the world. 
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LAST FALL, OUR TEAM SHOOTERS PUT 
THE 2020 VXR AND NEW SILENT 
CONNECT SYSTEM TO THE TEST IN OUR 
PRE-LAUNCH PRODUCT TESTING PHASE 
KNOWN AS THE PROVING GROUND, 
CAPITALIZING ON THEIR BEST 
OPPORTUNITIES OF THE SEASON. 

NOW IT'S YOUR TURN. 

SEE HOW IT ALL WENT DOWN AT 
MATHEWSINC.COM AND TAG US IN ALL 
YOUR VXR ADVENTURES THIS SEASON 

#MATHEWSVXR. 

28 OR 31.5" ATA 

6" BH | UP TO 344 FPS 
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Introducing 



Valo Is Versatile. It’s effective across 
a variety of terrain and vegetation after 
seasonal changes or frost burn. Featuring, 
a complex color palette, Valo takes on the 
colors of its surroundings, and works at 
both, long and short range distances. 


Valo Is Subtle. It’s composed of lighter, 
low-contrast earth tones with a minimal 
amount of black. Its subtle tones conceal 
a hunter’s movements, blending in and 
adapting while hunting in dormant, 
uniformed, and muted environments. 


It’s KUIU. Valo’s large macro pattern 
with micro details share the same 
human outline disruption qualities 
as Verde and Vias. Hunters now have 
three camouflage options optimized for 
any distance, environment or season. 



Now hunters are completely covered for every environment with the three most effective camo patterns in the industry, 

available in our premier skin-to-shell layering system. Optimized for any distance, environment or season, our camo philosophy 
is to break up your outline, so you blend into your surroundings and go undetected by game. KUIU’s camo patterns offer the optimal 
mix of blending, concealment and break up for anywhere you hunt. 



Valo features a low contrast, large macro 
pattern with micro details to retain breakup 
from close range to 200+ yards. Visually, it 
works best for uniform, dormant vegetation. 


Verde is a high contrast, large macro 

pattern with micro details designed to retain 
breakup from close range to 200+ yards. 
Visually, it works best for green vegetation. 


Vias is a high contrast, large macro 
pattern to retain breakup at 200+ yards. 
Visually, it works best for fall or late season 
hunts after frost burn in grey environments. 





Only At KUIU.COM 


THEWORLD’S MOST ADVANCED MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 












16 When It Happens, 

It Happens 

By Curt Wells, Editor 

It's astounding how a long, long, string of bad 
luck can end in the blink of an eye. 



6 EDITORIAL >By Curt Wells, Editor 
12 TRIED AND TRUE >By Brian K. Strickland 
74 WHAT’S NEW > By Brian Fortenbaugh, Assistant Editor 
76 YOUTH HUNTER ESSAY CONTEST RESULTS 

79 WHERE TO GO/MARKETPLACE ^Special Advertising Sections 

80 ASK BOWHUNTER >With Curt Wells, Editor 


24 North American Big Game 

- Ranking The 29 By Frank Noska, Contributor 

The only bowhunterto complete the “Super Slam” twice 
weighs in on the difficulty of each species, 

30 When In Pakistan... By Pedro Ampuero 

Just because a hunt strategy hasn’t worked before, 
doesn't mean it’s not worth trying again, 

36 Never Say “Never Again.. By zack Walton 

He swore that one sheep hunt was enough, 
but who was he kidding? 

44 Postseason Muleys By Danny Farris, Contributor 

When your son plays college football, you make 
the most of his available time in the fall. 

52 October Is The Perfect Month By Timothy g. Kent 

November gets all the glory. But is it the best month for 
consistent whitetail success? 

60 Picket Fence By Ron Niziolek, Contributor 

The odds for success are always stacked against bowhunters. 

And that’s just the way we like it. 

68 A Horn, A Paddle, 

And A Sharp Stick By Tom Edgington 

Rutting bull moose in the Yukon, with bow in hand? 

It doesn't get any better! 
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Engineered and built in America with the uniform craftsmanship of Easton's 
Acu-Carbon process. Every 6.5 arrow comes off the USA production line with the 


same specs year in and year out to offer the perfect ending to your hunting story. 







Shoot the NEW Easton 6.5 carbon lineup. In stock now—visit your dealer today! 









Looking Ahead 

WE'RE NOT ABLE TO SEE EXACTLY 
WHAPS COMING THIS FALL, BUT 
WE HAVE TO KEEP OU R EYES OPEN, 

1AM NOT ALONE when I pose the rhetori¬ 
cal question, “What’s going to happen in 
the fall of 2020?” 

I could follow that question with a 
long, political rant regarding the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic, but I will spare you 
the pain. Suffice it to say, the so-cailed 
experts have been wrong about pretty 
much everything. And the doomsday 
media isn’t helping. 

As we all try to dig out of this crisis and 
work back toward some kind of normal¬ 
cy, many of you have fall hunting plans in 
danger of being deemed “nonessential.” 
The other end of this two-sided equation: 
The outfitters, lodges, hotels, restaurants, 
and other businesses that depend on 
hunting, do not consider hunters to be 
nonessential. They are the ones that are 
really hurting. Most outfitters and lodges 
have already lost their entire spring and 
summer hunting and fishing seasons. 
Some have preemptively cancelled their 
entire 2020 fall season, and some will end 
up going out of business completely. And 
nobody cares, especially in Canada. 

Of course, if we advocate the re-open¬ 
ing of travel and infection rates spike, 
then we will be the evil ones. Catch-22. 

I certainly don’t have the answer to the 
question of what the fall will bring. All we 
can do is monitor travel restrictions in the 
states, provinces, and countries we plan 
to visit. Think ahead, drive instead of fly if 
possible, reschedule if you must, but don’t 
give up on your dream hunt just yet. 

In the meantime, you can live vicari¬ 
ously through the authors who have writ¬ 
ten about their big game adventures in 
this issue, our Big Game Special. We kick 
things off with one of the best hunting 
trips I have ever experienced — my 2019 
brown bear hunt in Alaska. It was my 
third consecutive brown bear hunt, but 
this one had a much better ending. 

On page 24, Frank Noska, one of the 
continent’s most accomplished bowhunt- 


£urt lYelfe 

>■ Editor 



Anticipation, one of the great rewards of 
planning adventure hunts, is being dulled by 
uncertainty, but don't stop looking forward. 


ers, struggles to complete a very difficult 
assignment. I tasked him with ranking 
the 29 North American big game species 
according to specific parameters. Frank 
accepted the challenge, and I’m sure it 
will generate considerable debate among 
bowhunters. And Frank will probably 
avoid my calls from now on... 

Then we feature one of the adven¬ 
tures of Pedro Ampuero, a globe-trot¬ 
ting bowhunter from Madrid, Spain. 
Pedro bowhunted a special species of 
ibex in Pakistan (it’s amazing where a 
bowhunter with big dreams can end up), 
and he always returns from his hunts 
with spectacular photos, a great story to 
tell, and an exceptional animal. 

Those articles are followed by stories 
of Fannin sheep hunting by Zack Wal¬ 
ton, decoying big muley bucks by Con¬ 
tributor Danny Farris, whitetail tactics 
from Tim Kent, snow-covered elk hunt¬ 
ing with Contributor Ron Niziolek, and 
calling bull moose in the Yukon with 
Tom Edgington. 

These adventure stories could be con¬ 
sidered “seed” for potential adventures to 
come. They are intended to spark desire 
and goal-setting in you. We all dream of 
a special hunt for a special animal. And I, 
for one, don’t plan to let a tiny virus keep 
me from realizing those dreams. If it suc¬ 
ceeds, I’ll just create new dreams. 
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riser. A leap in technology from the bolt and 
Berger button mount. Don't get stuck with old i 
technology, make sure your next bow Includes 

the INTEGRATE MOUNTING SYSTEM'*"The 
industry's new standard for mounting arrow i 
rests. Another QAD innovation. 1 
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Taking Stock In Optics 

NEXT TO YOUR BOW AND ARROWS, QUALITY 
OPTICS ARE A BOWHUNTER’S BEST FRIEND. 


FROM OVER a half-mile away, I could tell the buck was 
worth a closer look. His velvet rack seemed enormous 
as he fed across the open alpine slope, and with a 
quick view through the spotter, I knew in an instant 


this was the buck I wanted to hang my tag on. 


I watched from a distance for the 
next few days, waiting for him to make a 
wrong move. More than once I planned a 
stalk, but a capricious mountain breeze or 
the buck’s sixth sense kept me well out of 
bow range. However, time is often a bow- 
hunter’s best friend, and on the morning 
of the fifth day, all the hours of glassing 
finally started to show some promise. 

With the buck feeding toward a 
crease in the terrain and the morning 
thermals holding steady, I eased up the 


crease hoping for an encounter. With 
each passing second, I grew more ner¬ 
vous knowing at any moment he would 
appear, and when his fuzzy horns came 
bobbing around the brush mere yards 
away, I held my breath. At nine yards, I 
knew he would figure things out pretty 
quick. However, arrows fly fast in the 
thin alpine air, and after a quick 40-yard 
sprint, he was down for the count. 

If I were to look back at most of my 
successful bowhunting adventures over 


the years, I would be hard-pressed to re¬ 
member one when a pair of quality op¬ 
tics and/or rangefinder weren’t involved. 

Luckily, great optics aren’t hard to find. 
Better yet, you don’t need to spend a small 
fortune to secure a quality pair. Take for 
instance Maven (mavenbuilt.com), a 
direct-to-consumer company. Although 
they offer a full line of binoculars, their 
new [1] S.2 ($995) compact spotter is what 
caught my eye this year. First off, at only 34 
oz. and measuring less than 12", the S.2 is 
perfect for backcountry hunts. It also fea¬ 
tures a 12-27X magnification range with 
a 56mm objective lens, so it has plenty 
of power to spot game. The magnesium/ 
polymer frame feels solid in the hand, and 
thanks to the Abbe-Koenig prism and 
crystal-clear fluorite objective lens, it de¬ 
livers edge-to-edge sharpness and clarity. 

TRACT Optics (tractoptics.com), an¬ 
other direct-to-consumer business, has 
added the new [2] TORIC 10x50 ($784). 
With their 50mm objective lenses they 
grab even more light than their award 
winning 10x42 predecessor. Combine 
this with Schott HT glass and multiple 
lens and prism coatings, and you have an 
affordable pair of water and fogproof op¬ 
tics that provide excellent image quality, 
clarity and superior light transmission. 
Like all TRACT optics, they’re backed 
by their Assurance Lifetime Warranty. 

Although 10x42’s tend to be the go¬ 
to optics for most bowhunters, 12x50’s 
are gaining in popularity. SIG SAUER’s 
(sigsauer.com) answer to this growing de¬ 
mand is the [ 3 ] ZULU712x50 ($1,039.99). 
Weighing just under 32 oz. and measur¬ 
ing 6.8", these open-hinge gems are ideal 
with either a tripod or a steady hand. They 
incorporate SIG’s advanced HDX optical 
systems comprised of both High Defini¬ 
tion (ED) and High Transmittance (HT) 
glass for ultra-high resolution and light 
transmission. Enhancing their bright¬ 
ness is the highly efficient, anti-reflec¬ 
tion Spectracoat lens coating. When you 
couple this with the many other features 
the ZULU7 has, you’ll be hard-pressed to 
find a better open-country option. 

Bushnell (bushnell.com) seems to 
always stretch the limit in both price 
and quality, and the new [ 4 ] Engage X 
10x42mm ($363.99) is just another ex¬ 
ample. Designed with a lightweight, 
IPX7 waterproof construction that is 
23% lighter than its Engage DX cousin, 
the new binoculars are ideal for extend¬ 
ed use in the field. They feature Bush- 
nell’s ED Prime Glass, which delivers ex¬ 
ceptional color, resolution, and contrast, 
and the fully multi-coated lenses are 
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equipped with their proprietary EXO 
Barrier lens technology for protection 
against water, fog, dust, and debris. 

Burris (burrisoptics.com) [5] Signa¬ 
ture HD ($479-$599) series are also a 
great choice when you’re wanting to 
save a few greenbacks but still have qual¬ 
ity optics in your hands. With models 
of 8x42, 10x42, and 12x50, every opti¬ 
cal need is covered. And with the HD- 
coated lenses and BAK-4 prisms, the 
Signature HD series delivers optimum 
resolution, clarity, sharpness, and light 
transmission. They feature an open- 
bridge design to minimize weight, while 
the rubber-armored, nitrogen-filled 
housing is fog and waterproof. 

With overacentury of optics-building 
technology behind them, Nikon (nikon- 
sportoptics.com) needs no introduction. 
Their latest addition, the [6] Monarch 
HG 30mm Series ($949.95-$969.95), is 
built with features like the unique Field 
Flattener lens system, which delivers an 
extremely wide 8.3-degree field of view 
while maintaining excellent image qual¬ 
ity throughout. The extra-low dispersion 
glass and added multilayer coatings to 
the lenses and prisms ensure up to 92% 
light transmission and true-to-life color 
fidelity in low-light situations. 

Although Styrka (styrkastrong.com) 
produces more budget-friendly optics 


like their S3 and S5 series, their flagship 
[7] S9Series ($1,199.95-$1,799.95) boasts 
everything you’d want in quality glass. 
Sure, they cost more, but take one look 
through them and you’ll see why. Avail¬ 
able in 8x42, 10x42, and 15x56 configu¬ 
rations, the foundation of the S9 Series is 
the extra-low dispersion glass and high- 
grade SK-15 phase and Dielectric-coated 
prisms. All lens surfaces are coated with 
Styrka’s proprietary anti-reflective flat 
broadband coating to ensure brightness, 
color, and sharpness. 

Meopta (meoptasportsoptics.com) 
adds to their impressive optics line 
this year with the new [8] MeoPro Air 
($979.99-S999.99). With options in both 
8x42 and 10x42, this is Meopta’s first bin¬ 
ocular with a modern open-hinge design 
that features a magnesium-alloy chassis 
that is rubber-reinforced to provide both 
durability and an ergonomic feel. The 
MeoPro Air’s ED glass, with Meopta’s 
proprietary lens coating, provides edge- 
to-edge clarity, sharpness, and contrast. 

With autofocus capabilities, Steiner’s 
(steiner-optics.com) [9] Predator AF 
($349.99 & $459.99) series is unlike any¬ 
thing out today. Available in both 8x30 
and 10x42 configurations, the Predator 
AF eliminates the need for a center-fo¬ 
cus wheel, but instead uses dual diopter 
adjustment rings to allow precise tun¬ 


ing to the user’s eyes. Its Color Adjusted 
Transmission lens coating ensures game 
is sharp and stands in contrast to their 
environment, and with Steiner’s ultra- 
bright glass, you can expect exceptional 
low-light capabilities. 

For those wanting to combine range¬ 
finding capabilities in a binocular pack¬ 
age, which seems to be trending today, 
then check out GPO’s (gp-optics.com) 
[10] Rangeguide 10x50 ($1,699.99). Cou¬ 
pled with GPObright high-transmission 
lens coatings and their double-HD lami¬ 
nated 50mm objective lenses, they deliver 
exceptional light transmission. At only 
6.3" tall and weighing just 35 oz„ its size 
compares to traditional 42mm binocu¬ 
lars thanks to its armor-coated magne¬ 
sium body. Plus, with the ability to grab 
ranges out to over 3,000 yards while in 
angle-compensation mode, as well as 
line-of-sight and scan modes, the Range- 
guide 10x50 is certainly worth a look. 

Leupold’s (leupold.com) new [11] 
RX-Fulldraw 4 ($714.99) rangefinder is 
the very first rangefinder to offer bow- 
hunters a true custom ballistics solution 
designed specifically to help users shrink 
the gaps. By incorporating arrow weight, 
velocity, and peep height, it can calcu¬ 
late a shoot-to distance for any angle, 
and any compound bow. It also features 
Feupold’s Flightpath technology, which 
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Tried and true 



uses the same ballistics solution to de¬ 
termine if your arrow has a clear flight 
path between you and the target. It also 
provides fast ranging out to 1,200 yards, 
while providing bright and clear images 
with its 6X magnification. 

Although Vortex (vortexoptics.com) 
has a reputation for producing qual¬ 
ity binos and spotters, their rangefinder 
line ticks up a notch with the new [ 12 ] 
Impact 1000 ($269.99). This unit quickly 
grabs targets from 5 to 1,000 yards 
through its 6X lens. And with an angle 
compensation up to 60 degrees, as well 
as Line of Sight and Scan modes, the Im¬ 
pact 1000 has about all you need. 

With the idea to produce a rangefind¬ 
er to fit the need of virtually any hunter, 
Muddy (gomuddy.com) jumps into 
the rangefinder space this year with the 
[13] LR650, LR850, andLR1300 ($179- 
$229) series. With ranging capabilities 
from 650 to 1,300 yards, they are ideal for 
both bowhunters and gun hunters alike. 
Each unit features an ABS housing and 
durable rubber trim with large grip pads 
on both sides of the chassis, while their 
6X magnification, 26mm glass lens offers 
a clear view. Each also offers true angle 


compensation, as well as an integrated 

scan mode that allows you to quickly 
range multiple targets at any angle. 

The [14] XLR1600 and XLR2000 
($249.99-$299.99) were added to Halo’s 
(halooptics.com) line of rangefinders 
this year. Along with 6X magnification, 
premium lenses, and scanning capabili¬ 
ties, they incorporate Halo’s Angle Intel¬ 
ligence technology to ensure you’ll know 
the precise shooting distance, regardless 
of the angle. 

Lastly, Hawke (hawkeoptics.com) 


launches the [15] Vantage Series ($259- 
$299). With three models that provide 
readings from 400, 600, and 900 meters, 
they sport a fully multi-coated optical sys¬ 
tem with BK-7 prisms, 6X magnification, 
and an adjustable diopter for both high 
light transmission and true-color optical 
clarity. Additional features include Stan¬ 
dard and Horizontal modes for those rela¬ 
tively straight line-of-site situations, Rain 
mode (overlooks raindrops), Hunt mode 
(ignores interference from vegetation), 
and the all-important Angle mode. 



Photo used with 
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MY EYES RACED through llik 1 ink\ Mack alders irv 

L . 1 t t 

ing see llie brown bear before it saw me. A life ihe bear’s or 
mine could easily depend on who won that race. 

My guide, Chet, was behind me whispering hut I couldn’t 
make out what he was saving, so with uneasv tension on the 
bowstring, I crept toward the spot where a nine-toot brown 
bear had been fishing moments earlier 

i could see nothing. ! fear nothing. Except a salmon flop 
ping in the shallow water. A nd that whispering. It seems Chet 
Eh Oil ght i was getting too far away from him and his .375 
I I&H. When cameraman Mike Emery joined the whisper 
chorus to declare that camera light was gone, I slowly back- 
pedaled in the knee-deep water and followed my compatriots 


back to the boat. 

In the twilight, my mind wandered as the ietboat rhythmi¬ 
cally swung back and forth on Alaska's winding lliamna Riv¬ 
er. I was thinking about my friend, mentor, and predecessor, 
the late Dwight Schuh, and his rivalry with brown hears. I hey 
were his nemesis" animal, l ight times, Dwight ventured to 
the wilds of Alaska in pursuit ot a brown bear with a bow, and 
eight times he came home alone. As Dw ighl s health declined, 
i unwittingly gathered up his banner as the champion of the 


Bowhunler Magazine brown bear curse." In both 201/ and 
2018,1 hunted the Toeiak NWR lor brown bears and I. loo, 
came home alone. 1 thought that was probabh the end ol it. 

I hen one finedav mv triend, l lah bow hunter Brett Foster, 

4 4 

called and asked it I wanted to take his place on a brown bear 
hunt he could not make with his brother Grant. It was a sign 
to try attain. 

That's the genesis ot my 2019 hunt with Ray and l.inda Wil¬ 
liams of lliamna Bruin Adventures. We arrived in Pedro Rav, 

rl 

Alaska, on September 19, and quick I v discovered this was not 
going to be a typical brown bear hunt. The lodge on lake lliam¬ 
na is at one end ol a 15 mile road. Ihe other end terminates at 
Cook Inlet, where Ray and his son Chet load commercial fishing 
boats on a semi trailer and haul them over a pass in theChigmit 
Mountains to Lake lliamna. From there, fishermen can navi¬ 
gate to Bristol Bay, saving themselves a 1,000 mile trip around 
and through False Pass in the Aleutian Islands. Ihe Williams 
tamilv has been operating this business lor neariv 75 years. 
About hall wav along the 15 mile road is a bridge over the 

i O O 

lliamna River, which gave us access to miles of brown bear 
habitat through the use of boats with jet drive outboards. 
After a huge break last the first morning, we got a preview 
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WHEN IT HAPPENS, IT HAPPENS 

of what we were in for when we spotted four brown bears on 
the road before we even got to the bridge! Chet, Mike, and I 
floated the river downstream, and by 10 a.m. we’d spotted five 
more bears! When the river went quiet, we headed back to the 
lodge for coffee and homemade rolls. “Supper” was at 2 p.m., 
and the amount and variety of food Linda put together for 
each meal was far beyond anything in my experience. 

While jetting upstream that afternoon, we saw six more 
bears on the way to a treestand along the bank. From the tree, 
we watched salmon spawn in the ultra-clear water and saw 
12 more bears scavenging and fishing the riverbanks. That 
brought the total to 27 different bears spotted on the first day! 

None of these bears were what we were looking for, but 
that’s typical of brown bear hunting. You’re looking for the 
right bear and while this area is not known for 10-foot bears, 
nine-footers are possible. I’d set my standard at eight foot-plus, 
mostly because Dwight passed an eight-footer on this same 
hunt years earlier and always regretted it. The curse had to die. 

There were three other hunters in camp, Grant Foster (UT), 
Ernie Santana (FT), and Kevin Ahearn (NY). The plan was to 
rotate who went upriver, downriver, hunted the lake shoreline, 
or cruised and glassed from the road. On the second morn¬ 
ing, it was our turn to work the road. Just below the mountain 
pass, we spotted a gorgeous blonde bear deep in a picturesque 
valley, but it wasn’t big enough to warrant an arduous stalk. 
We saw one other young bear before we got back to the lodge. 

With so many bears lurking on the riverbanks, we aban¬ 
doned the treestand tactic and kept searching the riverbanks 
for a stalk opportunity. It’s how I wanted to take a brown bear 
anyway — on the ground, stalking into bow range. That’s 
where the thrill lives. 


That evening, we ran upriver as far as we could and beached 
the boat with a two-fold purpose: Tet the river settle down for 
the evening drift, and walk upstream about 100 yards to glass 
an open valley for bears. Within minutes, a seven-footer strolled 
around a bend 150 yards upstream and meandered into our 
wind. I assumed it would bolt, but not so. The bear instantly 
turned and followed his nose directly toward us, wading across 
the river. Chet worked the bolt on his .375 and started talking to 
the bear. No reaction. I had an arrow nocked, but I did not want 
to shoot this bear. When it got to 25 yards, Chet broke some 
branches and the bear reluctantly turned and sauntered into the 
willows. We hadn’t walked 40 feet back toward the boat, when 
we bumped into a sow and two cubs that thankfully ducked 
back into the bush. This place was crawling with brown bears. 

Our evening float required me to man a paddle to help keep 
the boat moving straight, around bends, and past downed 
trees. Only the screeching of gulls and splashing of spawning 
salmon broke the tranquility as we slowly drifted on the cur¬ 
rent, as silent as death. Surreal seems an insufficient word. 

Anglers occasionally float the river, so the sight of a passing 
boat is mostly tolerated by the bears. Mature boars run, but sows 
and cubs often stand their ground. The river was only 30 yards 
wide in some spots, so it was a little unnerving to drift past a sow 
and cubs standing on the bank. One grouchy sow, with cubs 
gathered at her side, swatted a tree and huffed loudly, threatening 
us. She couldn’t have been 15 yards away as we drifted by holding 
our breath. Our boat had no room for an angry sow brown bear. 

We rounded a bend and there was a boar in the water up to 
his neck, making it impossible to judge his size. I reached for 
my bow as the bear swam beside the boat at 10 yards. When he 
found a place to scramble up the bank, we saw a two-foot slash 
on his back that looked like he’d been opened up with a sword. 
Another bear must have done it, as this was an every other year 


I 





After two brown bear hunts plagued by massive 
berry crops, L finally got a year when berries were 
scarce and salmon were on the menu for hungry 
brown bears. That makes them more huntable. 
(Inset) This brown bear was intently fishing un¬ 
derwater and didn’t see our boat until his 
head popped up. He was a bit surprised as 
we slowly floated by. 
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When it happens, it happens 

fall unit and these bears hadn’t been hunted for almost two 
years. It was a good bear, but there was never a chance for a 
shot. By the time darkness ended our float, we had counted a 
total of 34 bears for the day. We stopped counting after that. 

The next morning, we boated to a bay at the head of Lake 11- 
iamna to glass a small inlet creek that held spawning salmon. 
Only a sow and two cubs showed up, but I enjoyed sitting in the 
boat’s cabin listening to Ray’s stories of a unique life in Alaska. 

That afternoon we ran upriver, but the wind switched and 
flowed downriver with us, drastically reducing bear sightings. 

Day Four was similar. We worked the road system in the 
morning, but didn’t see much. Morning hunting for brown 
bears is seldom fruitful, but most hunters, like me, want to make 
maximum use of their time, so guides tend to humor them. 

The afternoon plan was to run up a different fork in the riv¬ 
er. That’s when the boat wreck happened. Just as Chet was ne¬ 
gotiating a sharp turn, we slid over a submerged log that “stole 
the suck” of our jet drive. He lost control, and we hit the root 
wad of a fallen tree head on. Fortunately, Mike was rolling the 
camera at the time, or it would have been in the water. We got 
a little banged up, and the impact cracked the bow of the boat, 
but not so bad that we couldn’t continue. We didn’t see much 
during that float, until we spotted the fishing bear mentioned 
in the opening paragraph. 

The fifth morning was uneventful due to strong winds, but 
the calmer afternoon was a different story. There were bears 
everywhere. One decent bear ducked into the bush as we went 
by, so we beached the boat and snuck down a well-worn bear 
trail to see if he would return. It was spooky standing amongst 
fresh bear scat, half-eaten salmon, and minutes-old tracks 
waiting for a bear to walk out at 20 yards. What if a sow and 
cubs showed up first? I guess that’s where the excitement lives. 


The bear didn’t show, so we continued upriver. When we 
got to a spot called the Sushi Bar, a gorgeous bear was laying in 
the mud digging for a salmon carcass. It trotted lazily into the 
bush, so we kept going. A few hundred yards upstream, anoth¬ 
er bear was feeding on salmon. We saw him first, so we made a 
quick stalk to get a closer look. A short rain squall helped cover 
our approach, and we got within 43 yards of the unsuspecting 
bear. But it was a seven-footer, so we retreated. 

The wind was perfect as we started another ghost-like float 
downriver. Just above the Sushi Bar, we quietly beached the 
boat and snuck through a logjam to see if the gorgeous bear 
was back out. That’s when Chet spotted two of the planet’s 
scariest animals — brown bear cubs — playing on a log 40 
yards away. And just to the left, at 30 yards, the sow was bed¬ 
ded in the sand! Had she raised her head, we would’ve been in 
serious trouble, so we slinked back to the boat. Whew! 

The rest of our float was awesome. It seemed there was a bear 
on the bank every 100 yards, but none were mature boars. That is, 
until we came around a sharp bend. A nine-footer was standing 
in the water ripping a salmon in half. It didn’t even look at us. I 
struggled to decide whether to paddle like crazy to keep us out of 
a downed tree or grab my bow and try to get a shot off. It’s legal to 
shoot from a drifting boat, but that’s not how I wanted to take my 
bear. In an effort to slow us down, Chet grabbed an overhanging 
branch but it snapped, and the bear was gone. It all happened at 
the worst possible spot on the river and was over in seconds. The 
stench of the Bowhunter brown bear curse hung heavy in the air. 

The wind howled and rain pelted the metal roof of the 
bunkhouse all night long, but no matter. I was snuggled in 
my bed alternating between sleep and the recognition that my 
hunt was half over. Would I ever see the right bear in the right 
place? Would Mother Nature steal more than the morning I 
was surely about to lose? Would the curse prevail? All ques¬ 
tions with no answers. 


As we skinned my brown bear, this bear 
walked into this beautiful scene that 
describes Alaska in one photo. (Inset) One 
morning, while getting ready to run the river, 
f this brown bear searched for salmon with no 
regard to my guide Chet refueling the boats. 
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When it happens, it happens 

The weather cleared midafternoon 
just as we ran upriver. That’s when 
things started to happen. Chet just hap¬ 
pened to look back up a small tributary 
creek as we motored by, and there was 
a good bear chasing salmon. There just 
happened to be a high bank, almost like 
a dike, on the upstream side of the creek 
that allowed us to beach the boat unseen. 
The rapids in the creek happened to be 
loud enough to conceal our noise, and 
the wind happened to be flowing up the 
creek, carrying our scent away from the 
bear. We scrambled toward the edge of 
the creek to see the bear still foraging on 
the opposite bank 25 yards away, work¬ 
ing its way upstream. Amazingly, there 
happened to be a wide, well-worn bear 
trail on our side of the creek that allowed 
us to silently parallel the bear. A screen 
of tall, yellow grass just happened to pro¬ 
vide concealment as the three of us shad¬ 
owed the beautifully furred brown bear. 

At one point, the bear stood broadside, 
but branches covered its vitals. When it 
turned and started to quarter away up the 
steep bank, I felt things unraveling. But 
there just happened to be an opening in 
the yellow grass, which I stepped into and 


drew my bow. I don’t remember much af¬ 
ter that. The bear was slowing waddling 
away at a quartering angle, so I aimed 
at its shoulder to allow for movement 
and pulled through the shot. Halfway 
through the seemingly slow-motion shot 
process, the bear doubled back to the right 
to go back to the water and my arrow just 
happened to hit the bear in the neck, sev¬ 
ering the carotid artery. I did not see that. 

Hie bear spun and stumbled, causing 
me to think I’d made a perfect shot and 
the 550-grain arrow broke the opposite 
shoulder. It ran six yards, spraying an 
unspeakable amount of blood, fell to the 
ground, rolled down the bank, and got 
its legs back. I was at full draw, but all the 
blood told me the bear was done. Releas¬ 
ing another arrow could have exposed 
our location, and if the bear charged 
across the creek, Chet would be forced to 
touch off his .375. 

The bear stumbled down the bank 
toward the four-foot-deep creek. I 
wondered how we were going to get a 
700-pound bear out of four feet of wa¬ 
ter. Just then, the bear fell dead against 
a small tree that happened to be there to 
stop him. The Bowhunter brown bear 
curse was over. I had killed a brown bear 
with a bow, on the ground, at 25 yards. 


Chet retrieved the boat, which we 
then nosed up against the steep bank, 
tied it to a tree, and rolled the beast right 
into the boat! I wondered if that had 
ever happened ? We dumped the bru¬ 
in out onto a rocky bar, took photos in 
the setting sunlight, and Chet and I had 
it skinned before dark. 

Still in a euphoric daze, I reflected 
back on our long history of brown bear 
hunts as the boat swung back and forth 
on the winding river. Counting the com¬ 
bined efforts of Dwight and myself, this 
was our 11 th brown bear hunt. On 10 
previous hunts, all the time, effort, and 
expense went unrewarded due to untold 
misfortunes or simple lack of luck. Then, 
in the span of 20 minutes, a series of un¬ 
foreseen circumstances serendipitously 
came together. 

How does that happen? 

AUTHOR’S NOTE: 

On this hunt, I shot a Hoyt RX-3, Gold Tip arrows 
with Lumenoks, Muzzy Trocars, Spot Hogg sight, 
Browning clothing in Mossy Oak Break-Up Country, 
and SIG SAUER rangefinding binoculars. The hunt was 
arranged by Bowhunting Safari Consultants (bow- 
huntingsafari.com), and my thanks to Brett Foster and 
congratulations to his brother Grant, who killed his 
brown bear two days later. 
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- Ranking the 29 - 

YOU MAY THINK IT’S A FOOL’S ERRAND TO RANK 
NORTH AMERICA’S BIG GAME ANIMALS, BUT IT’S FUN TO GIVE I 

W hen Editor Curt Wells first gave me the assignment are also the least vocal of the three subspecies ( 
to write this article, I was really looking forward to American elk and the Tule elk bugle more durii 
it. For me, the most rewarding part of writing any season. This makes them much easier to locate 


W hen Editor Curt Wells first gave me the assignment 
to write this article, I was really looking forward to 
it. For me, the most rewarding part of writing any 
magazine article is it allows me to reflect on past bowhunts and 
adventures. When I construct an article, I begin by looking back 
at photos and reading my notes about past hunts. This rekindles 
memories as I relive the hunt all over again. 

However, on this assignment, I have to admit that I had a 
tough time getting started. My instructions were to reflect on 
the adventures I’ve experienced while completing the archery 
Super Slam, which I have done twice, and to rank each of the 
29 species of big game according to degree of difficulty. I was 
to disregard the financial cost, the odds of drawing a tag, or 
access to each animal. Each species was to be ranked only with 
regard to the animal’s wariness, adaptability, and intelligence. 
And in all cases, I was to consider only mature animals. 

After looking back on both Super Slams, I began to think 
maybe I should have turned down the assignment. This was 
not going to be easy. How do I choose the most difficult, or the 
easiest, animal to hunt? It’s a challenge to take any big game 
animal with a bow. Each presents its own strengths and weak¬ 
nesses. Sometimes, things simply fall into place and make a 
particular hunt seem easy. Or the opposite happens. 

The more I pondered this concept, the more it started to 
clear up. Three species kept coming up in my mind. Based on 
my experience, and the criteria of wariness, adaptability, intel¬ 
ligence, and maturity, those three are Roosevelt elk, mule deer, 
and whitetail deer. 

A mature Roosevelt bull elk is not an easy animal to kill with 
a bow. Part of the reason is they live in some of the thickest and 
nastiest rainforest habitat in North America. Roosevelt bulls 


are also the least vocal of the three subspecies of elk. Both the 
American elk and the Tule elk bugle more during their rutting 
season. This makes them much easier to locate, stalk, and call 
into bow range. Roosevelt bulls do bugle and can be called ef¬ 
fectively, no doubt, but they do not come to the call easily. 

The first Roosevelt elk I shot was an Oregon bull that re¬ 
sponded to our cow calls. That was back in 2006, when I held 
the much sought-after Oregon Powers elk tag. I stalked in rela¬ 
tively close to the bull before we tried to call him into range. 
The setup was perfect, and the 6x6 bull silently slipped into 
bow range of where I was lying in wait in a patch of tall ferns. 

In 2018, I killed another good 6x6 Roosevelt bull in Or¬ 
egon. After several days of failing to call one into bow range, 
I started sitting in a ladder stand overlooking an elk trail. On 
my last evening hunt, the bull materialized but took a different 
trail and never came close enough for a shot. When he walked 
out of sight, with only a few minutes of daylight remaining, I 
made a quick decision to climb down and attempt to stalk the 
bull. Some big blackberry bushes along an old road hid me, 
and I was getting close — when I got lucky. A cow elk led the 
6x6 through an opening in the blackberry bushes, and I was 
able to get a shot. My friend Gary Martin, from Wisconsin, 
had a goal to tag a P&Y Roosevelt bull, but it took him six years 
to get it done. He never gave up, and he was eventually reward¬ 
ed with a beautiful Boone and Crockett bull. Mature Rosie’s 
are a tough challenge for bowhunters for sure. 

Some would say that a mature mule deer buck is the most 
difficult critter to take with a bow and arrow. The first P&Y 
mule deer I killed was done by stalking, years ago in Colorado. 
Since then, I have arrowed a few more down in Mexico. My 
friend Randy Ulmer believes that a mature trophy mule deer 
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North American game - ranking the 29 


is one of hardest animals to kill with a bow, and he has more 
experience hunting big muleys than anyone I know. 

What makes these big mule deer so challenging? First, just 
finding a big mule deer buck is a challenge. Then you have the 
extreme difficulty of stalking within bow range of an animal as 
alert as this species is. The situation has to be perfect to have any 
chance at all. The terrain has to be conducive for a silent stalk, 
the wind has to be right, the temperament of the animal must 
be relaxed and calm, and the buck needs to be in a position that 
offers you at least a chance of getting a shot. So many things can 
and do go wrong when stalking a mature muley buck. 

Successful mule deer bowhunters never quit looking for a 
big buck. Once they find one, they never stop trying until they 
are fortunate enough to get a shot. I took my best mule deer to 
date in Mexico in 2018. The terrain where this buck lived was 
not conducive to stalking, so I set up a blind on a water source 
that I figured he had to be using. It took several days of sit¬ 
ting in that blind, and passing on lesser deer, before he finally 
showed up. The buck appeared out of nowhere, and was drink¬ 
ing in an instant. He was facing me, so I had no shot. To make 
matters worse, three other bucks showed up to drink and got 
in the way. When the big one finished drinking, he turned 
and started to walk toward some thick brush, leaving me with 
a short window of opportunity, so I took the shot. Whether 
stalking or sitting in a blind, big mature muleys are never easy. 

It is appropriate, although maybe a bit surprising to some, 
that a mature whitetail buck made the top of my list. In fact, 
this is the first animal I thought of when I started working on 
this article. More bowhunters have arrowed a whitetail deer 



Wisconsin bowhunter Gary Martin poses with his hard-earned B&C 
Roosevelt bull. Gary put a lot of effort into this species. 


than any other species of big game. This animal offers more 
opportunity than any other species in North America, and the 
majority of bowhunters, including me, cut their teeth in this 
sport by trying to arrow a whitetail buck. 

Living in Alaska now, I get to bowhunt multiple species of 
big game every year, all of which provide their own unique 
challenges. While some of my Alaska adventures do stretch 
on for several days before I am successful, many are relatively 
short hunts. I am certainly not 100-percent successful on every 
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I killed this mule deer buck in Mexico in 2018. A mature high-country 
mule deer buck is one of bowhunting’s most formidable challenges. 


Alaska hunt, but my track record for bringing home an animal 
is relatively high, and I attribute that success to all of the time, 
work, and effort I dedicate to these hunts. 

With whitetails, it is a whole different story I’m fortunate 
to have access to some of the best Kansas whitetail farm coun¬ 
try there is, but the amount of time and days it takes me to 
be successful on a mature whitetail is greater than on most of 
my Alaska hunts. Some years, despite hunting multiple days 
in some of the best deer stands a person could ask for, I cannot 


get an arrow into the mature whitetail buck that I want. I have 
experienced this same routine and outcome for many years. 

Now, I have killed my share of good whitetail bucks, but 
I do not get one every year. My friends Curt Wells, Jim Wil¬ 
lems, and John MacPeak — all accomplished bowhunters — 
share my sentiments about the difficulty of killing a mature 
whitetail buck. We all put in many hours, days, and weeks in 
the whitetail woods, and more often than not we come home 
empty-handed. I spent about two full weeks of hunting last 
year before a 5/Tyear-old 10-pointer came by and presented 
me with a shot. I had never seen that deer before. 

Every November, when I leave Alaska and head to Kansas, I 
know I have my work cut out for me. The wariness, adaptabil¬ 
ity, intelligence, and sixth sense of the mature whitetail buck is 
second to none. Even with all of our proficient archery equip¬ 
ment and deer-hunting paraphernalia, the mature whitetail 
buck is still one of bowhunting’s great challenges. 

All of this, as well as the accompanying species rankings, are 
my opinion and could be debated by seasoned bowhunters for¬ 
ever. We all have own ideas, thoughts, and experiences that lead 
us to our own conclusions. As I mentioned, this was not easy, 
but I am satisfied with my Top Three: the whitetail deer, mule 
deer, and Roosevelt elk. 

We do not bowhunt because it’s easy. Successful bowhunt¬ 
ers don’t give up. We must be willing to identify and adapt to 
the specific skills, strengths, and weaknesses that each of these 
species present. But I don’t discriminate, and I’ve always looked 
forward to trying to outsmart every single one of them. 

The author is the first, and only, bowhunter to have achieved two archery 
Super Slams of North American big game. 
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Ultimately, the most difficult species to hunt is the one that gives j 
Some bownunters are successful on toeir first attempt at a particular 
bawhunter has to hunt several times to get it done. For example, the E 
of the four sheep species that I killed. It was my “nemesis" animal.To 


it trouble, 
me the next 


matters worse 


You might be surprised 
to see the mature white 
tail at the top of my list, 
but it is deserving. This 
is my 2019 Kansas buck 


THE 


and even harder to explain, I am an Alaska resident and I fly my own Super Cub, and it still 
took me several tries to get my first Dali ram. After I arrowed that first one, I tagged seven 
more Dali rams over the following nine years. 

As mentioned earlier, Gary Marti n had to hunt Roosevelt elk several times to get one, 
while I only went twice and took two Pope and Young bulls. Same with cougars: I went twice 
and took two toms, while friends of mine went on multiple cougar hunts before they got their 
cat The late Dwight Schuh's nemesis anuria' was toe brawn bear, and Curt Wells struggled 
to cross moose off his list.This is precisely why there can be no definitive list that rates the 
difficulty level of all 29 species of big game in North America. Yes, each species possesses 
varying levels of wanness, adaptability, and intelligence, even among individuals of the 
same species, so all rankings are open to debate. Acknowledging that, nere s the best st 
can come up with based on my own personal experiences. It was a dfficult task, but if you 
analyze it by thirds (top. middle, and bottom). it may be easier to f nd common ground. We 
bowhunters love to debate everything from camo patterns to braadheads, so nave at t. 


1. WHITETAIL DEER - Has it all, wariness, 
intelligence, adaptability + a '“sixth sense" 

2. MULE DEER - Solitary, extremely alert, 
beds carefully, giants are almost unkiilable 

3. ROOSEVELT ELK - Perfectly suited! to 
habitat, not as vocal, e usnre by nature 

4. CODES DEER - Whitetads on caffeine, 
constant predation makes them extra wary 

5. COLUMBIAN BLACKTAIL DEER - Like Roos¬ 
evelt elk; live in steep, thick, wet cojitiy 

6. GRIZZLY BEAR - Mature boars are old, 
wise, and nocturnal, with exceptional noses 

7. ALASKA GROWN BEAR - Same as above 

S. BLACK BEAR - Same as above 

9. COUGAR - Pure intelligence, experts at 
evading, almost unkillable without dogs 

10. BIGHORN SHEEP - Mot so intelligent, but 
nervous and intolerant of intruders 

11. DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP - Same as above 

12. STONE SHEEP - Same as above 

13. DAILSHEEP-Same as above 

14. ROCKY MOUNTAIN GOAT - Not as intel¬ 
ligent as sheep, live in dangerous terra n 

15. BISON - Wary and easily spooked, 
more elusive than moose 

V fees* 


16. AMERICAN ELK - Vocal and callable, 
can be stalked when sound ng of 

17. TULE EUt - Same as above 

18. SHIRAS MOOSE - Responds to calling, 
decoys, great nose Out poor v s on 

19. CANADA MOOSE - Same as above 

20. ALASKA YUKON MOOSE - Same as above 

21. SITKA BLACKTAIL DEER - Still a deer, but 
can be stalked with some ease 

22. QUEBEC/LABRADOR CARIBOU - Not 

sharp, unsure of human threat, stops if 
you're not a predator 

23. CENTRAL CANADA BARREN GROUND 
CARIBOU - Same as above 

24. BARREN GROUND CARIBOU - Same 
as above 

25. MOUNTAIN CARIBOU - Same as above 

26. WOODLAND CARIBOU - Same as above 

27. POLAR BEAR - Has little fear of man, which 
makes him vulnerable. 

28. PRONGHORN ANTELOPE - Easy access, 
easy to kill P&Y at water; would be much 
higher on list if being stalked 

29. MUSKOX - Instinctive defense posture 
of forming a circle doesn't work well 
with humans 
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WHEN HUNTING IN THE REMOTE MOUNTAINS 
OF PAKISTAN, YOU MUST ALWAYS LISTEN TO AND 

TRUST YOUR GUIDE. 


Looking out the window as we drove out of Karachi, Paki¬ 
stan, I could only think about how much of a stranger I am 
to places like this, and how much more comfortable I feel in 
remote and wild places. The traffic was crazy. Cars, trucks, 
rickshaws, donkey carts in every direction, and despite no one 
seeming to follow any kind of driving rules, there were no ac¬ 
cidents. Experiencing this chaos firsthand makes you under¬ 
stand a lot of things. What a lot of people would consider scary 
uncertainty, is a normal way of life here. 

Ejaz Ali, one of the main guides in Pakistan from Shikar 
Safaris, picked us up at the airport and drove us three hours 
north to the town of Dureji. Located in the province of Balu¬ 
chistan, Dureji is on the border of the Sindh Province and the 
Kirthar National Park. This town is one of the main conser¬ 
vation areas of southern Pakistan where you can hunt Sindh 
ibex (Capra aegagrus blythi), my goal for this trip. 

Since the first studies and surveys took place around 20 
years ago and a conservation program was established to 
manage the Sindh ibex, the population in the Dureji area has 
grown from around 300 to 3,000 animals. When the Sindh 
ibex began to hold more value other than for just its meat, 
the local people started taking care of them and their habitat. 
Where I am hunting, only 12 permits are issued every year, 
and in the entire country, no more than 24 permits are issued. 

BY PEDRO 


Sindh ibex live in the Kirthar mountain range, which 
consists of a series of parallel rock hill ridges that can get up 
to 4,000 feet in elevation in the southern part; however, the 
mountains where I hunted only reached 3,000 feet. These alti¬ 
tudes might not seem like much, but trust me when I tell you, 
the terrain is much steeper and rugged than you can imagine. 

The first morning started with us visiting Sumar, a local 
shepherd who lives at the base of one of the mountain ranges 
in a house made of mud bricks with just one bed inside and 
no door. Overwhelming simplicity — not surprising for a man 
who spends more time in the mountains than at his house. His 
local knowledge was crucial, so he offered us a tea over which 
to discuss the plans for the day. 

(First) Sindh ibex are magnificent creatures, and seeing them 
defying gravity in the cliffs is a unique spectacle. 

(Second) Rena, our main local guide, always equipped with a semi¬ 
automatic rifle, took care of us in many ways. 

(Third) Our local guides surprised me in many ways, always for the 
good. They were some of the nicest and most helpful people I've ever 
hunted with. 

(Fourth) The simplicity of my guides' equipment, a pair of sandals and a 
Shalwar kameez (the traditional suit in this part of the world), made me 
feel self-conscious at times given the modern high-tech clothing I wear. 
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When in Pakistan... 


It didn’t take us long to locate some billies, and after arduous 
negotiations with the guides, we convinced them to allow just 
Rena (main guide), cameraman Jack, and myself to put a stalk 
on the animals. The guides were not very used to spotting and 
stalking with a bow, but they agreed to give it a try our way 

The terrain was very open with no vegetation, but it was 
broken enough to put on a stalk. The main problem with 
Sindh ibex is the large groups these animals form. Getting into 
bow range of the specific billy we spotted from below, when 
he’s surrounded by another 40 animals, seemed impossible. 
We could only get to within 200 yards before being detected. 
The wind was constantly changing, and there were too many 
eyes. Rena didn’t speak English, but his facial expression while 
looking at me with my bow and Jack with his camera clearly 
said, “I knew this was going to happen.” 

The temperatures in March are very warm, reaching to 35 
degrees Celsius (95 degrees Fahrenheit) in the middle of the 
day, so hunting here is better between December and Febru¬ 
ary. The animals that live here need to be tough, but the people 
who live here need to be even tougher. I always have the self- 
conscious feeling of being a weak and terrible hunter, as I see 
myself fully dressed in technical clothing and climbing boots, 
while being guided by people climbing in sandals and a Shal- 
war kameez, the traditional outfit in this part of the world. 

After the unsuccessful stalk, we climbed to the top of the 
mountain and sat around a tea to make a plan for the after¬ 
noon. Rena and the team had a plan, which Ejaz translated for 
us. Here, the traditional way they have developed for hunting 


ibex has been to ambush them on the highest and steepest 
parts of the mountain, where the animals tend to go to pro¬ 
tect themselves, when some members of the guide team show 
themselves on the skylines in hopes of moving the animals 
past the hunter within shooting range. This is how they have 
hunted these animals for centuries, when they only had guns 
without scopes and bows and arrows, and a really close shot 
was mandatory. Despite my not being very keen at all on the 
plan, mostly because this is a strategy I’ve been a part of in 
many other places without success, and it's not the best way to 
hunt with a bow, I felt it was only fair to give the team an op¬ 
portunity to see what they could do. 

We hiked to the side of a cliff and set ourselves behind a 
couple of rocks for an ambush. After a half-hour or so, we saw 
a member of our team, a shepherd, appear on the skyline a kilo¬ 
meter away. The group of ibex started moving slowly, not really 
pressured, but also not feeling comfortable with the shepherd’s 
presence. While we waited patiently, I could only think bow re¬ 
mote our odds of seeing the ibex up close and personal were, as 
they had hundreds of escape options at their disposal. Perfectly 
synchronized, a second shepherd appeared on the skyline, and 
the animals corrected their path a little bit. Before we knew it, 
the group of ibex was passing by us not more than 50 yards away. 
Things happened so fast, that we couldn’t get an opportunity at 
any of the big billies, but I have to admit that it was one of the 
most well-executed ambushes I have ever witnessed in my life. 
What an unreal experience! The adrenaline rush was some¬ 
thing I had never experienced on any other mountain hunt. 

Their skill set displayed in preparing ambushes and pre¬ 
dicting which trails the animals would take was impressive. 
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When in Pakistan... 

It is a combination of great knowledge of the terrain, and how 
the mountain ranges are shaped. Mountains here are some ki¬ 
lometers in length, and they are isolated and surrounded by 
big flats where an ibex will never consider going. For this rea¬ 
son, ibex movement patterns are a bit easier to predict. 

The next morning started once again with Rena planning 
with a shepherd the strategy for the day. Equipped always with 
a semi-automatic rifle, Rena took care of us in many ways. Pak¬ 
istan is a country that scares many people, but we felt safe the 
whole trip. 

Reaching the top of the ridge, we walked along searching 
for ibex. We located a group in one of the valleys and care¬ 
fully analyzed the situation. There were a couple of really 
good billies in this group, along with a bunch of females and 
several small billies, all spread out across the mountain face. 
Rena suggested we move to a nearby big cliff to prepare an¬ 
other ambush. 

We dropped down into a very steep creek surrounded by two 
big cliffs. Rena pointed to a couple of trails and mentioned that 
the ibex did not have many other options to get to the cliffs, where 
they typically go to bed down because there is no way a human 
can get to them there. 

We hid inside a small cave and waited for the ibex to come. 
After a while, we heard rocks falling around us and a group of 
ibex started passing by, some of them only a few meters away 
from the cave! Our hearts were pounding hard, and the adren¬ 
aline rush was unreal as we had to protect ourselves from be¬ 
ing hit by some of the falling rocks! 

We sat tight, waiting for a big billy to show. Soon, Rena, 


who had a different angle, told me to draw back because a big 
billy was about to show up right by us. I got ready, and when 
the big billy showed up at around 30 yards I drew back, but the 
ibex started running before I could settle my pin. Almost! I 
couldn’t believe how close I had just come to releasing an ar¬ 
row at a big Sindh ibex! 

Everything got quiet again, but we waited for a little bit just 
in case. Just as we started to relax, we heard a sound and saw the 
horns of two billies on the skyline climbing the cliff in front of 
us. I ranged a small, flat rock, which was the only place I would 
be able to get a shot at the ibex, and as the first billy stopped there 
to look down, my rangefinder read 67 yards. I waited for the sec¬ 
ond billy to appear, and when it stopped at the same spot as the 
first for a few seconds, I was already at full draw. 

The ibex wasn’t completely broadside, but if it took a 
couple more steps it would disappear, so I took the shot. My 
arrow disappeared into the air, and the first two steps of the 
ibex’s run confirmed the perfect hit, as the rocks there were 
now covered in blood. 

The ibex disappeared briefly in a crack in the cliff, and a 
few seconds later we saw the billy rolling down the cliff. With 
its final kick though, the ibex dropped from the top of the cliff 
straight down to the bottom, not touching the ground for at 
least 150 feet! There was silence for a few seconds, and then our 
entire crew started screaming with excitement! 

As soon as the billy hit the ground, Rena ran down the hill 
with a knife in his hand to practice the “halal.” Halal is an 
Arabic word that translates to “permissible” in English, but it 
is associated with Islamic dietary laws that define what type 
of products are permissible to eat. The halal act requires the 
animal’s throat be cut by a sharp knife in a single swipe, and 
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blood must be drained out of the carcass. The animal needs 
to still be alive, and that’s why Rena ran downhill quickly in 
order to practice this technique before the billy fully expired. 
Once done, the animal is then good to eat. Due to most hunt¬ 
ers wanting to mount their trophies, the locals have adapted 
the technique so damage to the hide is kept to a minimum. 

My billy, at around 12 to 13 years of age, was all that I could 
have hoped for. Although a bit damaged from the fall, he still 
looked gorgeous to me. 

As I traveled home, I reflected on how often I go to places 
with preconceived ideas and make my mind up about how 


the mountains will look, how the local people will be, or 
even how they hunt. This trip had been full of surprises. The 
mountains were higher and tougher than I had expected. The 
people were lovely, and it was a real pleasure sharing time 
with them in the mountains. And the way they hunt turned 
out to be one of the most exciting experiences I have ever had 
chasing mountain game. I definitely learned the lesson to al¬ 
ways be open-minded, in order to allow myself to merge with 
a different culture and experience new things. That’s the soul 
of adventurous hunting, and the beauty of bunting with dif¬ 
ferent people and cultures. 

Arriving home, I opened my dad’s hunting diary and pho¬ 
to album from his trip to Pakistan in 1992 and discovered he 
shot his ibex on the exact same mountain where I shot mine, 
and that he was also guided by a young Sumar, who was 28 
years younger then, which made my hunt even more special. 
I can only imagine how adventurous my dad was to travel to 
this place so many years ago, and I hope to keep following in 
his footsteps and discovering many other corners of this world 
with a bow in hand. 

The author lives in Madrid, Spain, where he works as the European Man¬ 
ager of Brand Development for KUIU. 

AUTHOR’S NOTES: Dn this hunt, I used a 70-lb. PSE Expedite bow, Carbon Express 
RXZ arrows fletched with Bohning Blazer Vanes and tipped with 100-grain Grim 
Reaper Carni-Four broadheads for a total weight of 385 grains. Other equipment 
included a Spot Hogg Hogg Father sight, QAD Ultrarest MXT rest, Doinker stabilizer, 
TightSpot quiver, and a Carter Wise Choice release. Due to the high temperatures, 
my choice of clothing was the KUIU Tiburon line in Vias Camo, and the KUIU Icon Pro 
2300 backpack. 
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Sure, you're practically gliding over the trail, feeling like 
you're not even touching the ground - and your feet feel 
comfortably locked into a maximum support system that 
inspires confidence with every step ... but you have to look 
down to see if you're really wearing boots because nothing so 
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IT’S AN INTERESTING FEELING BEING PERCHED ATOP A MOUNTAIN, LOOKING 
DOWN ON A WILD SHEEP, WITHIN BOW RANGE, THE MATURE RAM’S LONG, 
SWEEPING HORNS JETTING TOWARD THE SKY AS HE LIES IN HIS BED FOR HOURS. 




I d been in this situation before. Although I found the thrill of 
surviving a successful 10-day backpack sheep hunt an amazing 
experience, I also considered it a once-in-a-lifetime event. 

After returning from my first sheep hunt back in 2017,1 told 
everyone how much I enjoyed it, but that I would never do it again. 
The vastness of the Northwest Territories was something I would 
always remember, but I came back from that hunt with a battered 
body. I had proven to myself I could do it once. That was enough. 

That sentiment bounced around in my head as I hunched over, 
and curled into a fetal position trying to stay warm and hidden 
from the most amazing creature I’d ever seen. When the Fannin 
ram finally stood from his bed to stretch, I came to full draw and 
thought to myself, Never say never again! 

Since childhood, I have had an interest in all the species 
of North American big game. I would read feature articles in 
Bowhunter Magazine written by well-traveled bowhunters and 
be amazed at the diversity of our continent’s big game animals. I 
knew someday I would see and chase most of those critters with a 
bow and arrow, but I never expected sheep to be one of them. They 
seemed out of reach — both literally and figuratively. 

When I committed to the Dali sheep hunt in the N WT, I expected 
it to be a one-time thing. I talked to everyone I knew who had 
hunted sheep, researched all the best gear, and trained hard before 
the hunt. When it was over, I learned that first-timers can prepare 
as well as they can, but that they have no idea what to expect, and 
can never truly be ready for this type of hunt. That was the main 
reason I didn’t plan on going back into sheep country. 

I’d been home for several months before I even wanted to listen 
to someone talk about another sheep hunt. It had taken that long 
to get all the feeling back in my toes! But if I have a weakness in this 
world — other than my dogs — it’s that I love hunting stories. So, 
when my buddy Cory told me about his latest trip to the Yukon, I 
couldn’t help but listen. He talked about all the moose and caribou 
he saw, about the incredible scenery, and about seeing several rams. 
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WITH HARD WORK, 
THE RIGHT ATTITUDE, 
AND A BIT OF LUCK, 
ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE. 



I swore after my first sheep hunt two 
years prior to my taking this Fannin 
ram I’d never put my body through 
something like that again. I’m glad I 1 ' J 
went back on my word. By the way, the 
Fannin, a white sheep with dark hairs, is 
currently considered Stone sheep rather 
than Dali sheep, which are all white. 



















Never say “never again...” 


I’d like to think I showed some resistance, but a month lat¬ 
er, Cory and I signed contracts to head to the Yukon for Fan¬ 
nin sheep. I guess I lack restraint. Time passed quickly, and 
before I knew it, I was headed on another sheep hunt. 

My previous experience was now an asset, but since this 
was a different hunt, I still didn’t know exactly what to ex¬ 
pect. I found that on your second hunt, you tend to overpre¬ 
pare with expectations of everything being exactly the same 
as your first experience. You focus on improving upon things 
that didn’t go well the first time; things like physical training, 
gear choices, shooting prowess, and mental attitude. I focused 
intently on each area of concern from my Dali sheep hunt. 
When August came, I was ready. 

After days of travel and several plane changes, Cory and 
I made it to base camp. We prepped our gear and were both 
flown out to our respective spike camps. Cory — the smart 
one — would be hunting on horseback from a comfortable 
cabin with a stove and a nice bed. I — not as smart — would 
be dropped on a riverbed and head up the mountain with my 
guides Ben and Conor for the next 10 days, to sleep on the 
ground in a tiny tent. I wouldn’t have it any other way! 

After the hike in, we set up our first spike camp and had 
an hour before dark to scout for the following day. We spot¬ 
ted a group of sheep several miles away and quickly devised a 
plan for the next morning. A nice freeze-dried dinner, a warm 
sleeping bag, and constant rainfall on the tent made for a good 
night’s sleep. 

Our first day was one of my favorite days of hunting. We 
found dozens of sheep right away including several rams. The 
rams were three miles away on top of a far mountain pass, and 
ewes and lambs were scattered below them. We also glassed a 
nice grizzly about a mile away. The next 10 hours were filled with 
lots of excitement — seeing 50 sheep, 10 rams, and spending all 
day in position above the rams awaiting what would come next. 



While my buddy, Cory, was enjoying a comfortable cabin as his spike 
camp, this was mine. I don’t know which of us should have been more 
jealous! 


Unfortunately, what came next was a sow grizzly deciding to 
climb the mountain and chase every sheep away before we got 
within bow range. Still, it was an incredible day! 

After a day like that, I was pumped about the next week or 
so of hunting. Then, reality set in, and I was reminded that the 
most important attributes on a sheep hunt are not sturdy legs 
and good lungs, but rather a strong mind and a positive atti¬ 
tude. Over the next week, bad weather set in and we couldn’t 
find a ram. For three straight days we never left the tents due 
to heavy snow and fog. I didn’t expect this type of weather in 
mid-August, so I was wearing every item of clothing I had 
brought with me and plowed through my only book in no 
time. To keep spirits up, we found out that Cory had taken a 
great ram on his second day, and a nice caribou a couple days 
later. Knowing that my good buddy had been successful made 
the seemingly endless hours in my tent more tolerable. 

It was a welcome sight when the fog lifted, and we could 




Who wouldn’t 
smile over this 
spectacular view. 
(Inset) This grizzly 
ultimately spoiled 
one of my best 
days of hunting. 
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Right before dark, on the next to last day of my hunt, we got 
lucky and spotted this group of rams, one of which was a shooter. 


move camp in search of more sheep. Af¬ 
ter a couple of days, lots of miles, and two 
mountain passes, we finally found sev¬ 
eral more rams, but none of them were 
old enough. Although we had seen a lot 
of sheep and rams, it was Day Nine, and 
we had covered lots of rugged ground 
without turning up a shooter ram since 
the first day. We had a tough decision to 
make: Stay put and hope a mature ram 
appeared in one of the areas we had been 
scouring for days, or pack up and march 
to our last-ditch spot for the last day of 
the hunt. We decided to move. Luck was 
on our side, and seven miles later — right 
before dark — we found a group of rams 
that contained one dark-coated, mature 
ram. 

After deliberation as to whether we 
should run up the mountain after the 


rams and sleep on them to be ready at 
first light, or camp below and wait until 
morning to relocate them, we decided to 
wait and put them to bed in the morning 
before making our move. 

Early the next morning, we quickly 
found the rams and watched them for 
several hours before they settled down on 
the point of a ridge. We picked a route up 
the mountain, and then made our way as 
quickly as possible. We had been waiting 
10 days for this, so we scaled up the rocks 
to get above the rams in good time. 

As luck would have it, the darkest 
Fannin (our shooter ram) was bedded 50 
yards above the other four sheep. Things 
were obviously turning our way on the 
last day of the hunt. To be honest, I felt a 
little guilty, because it was the easiest stalk 
I have made in my life. But after being in 


the mountains for that long, I was happy 
to finally have something go smoothly. 
We were 150 yards above the dark ram, so 
I dropped back, circled below the ridge, 
and popped up 60 yards from the bedded 
sheep. I wiggled closer until my range¬ 
finder read 49.9 yards, and then settled in 
to wait for the bedded ram to stand up. 

The hardest part of the entire hunt 
was keeping my head straight for the 
shot. We had spent 10 days backpacking 
in the Yukon wilderness, and this was 
my first — and only — opportunity 
at a Fannin ram. Although I tried to 
convince myself that I could make the 
shot on the bedded ram, I forced myself 
to wait. 

I had dropped my pack earlier and 
worn minimal clothing to sneak in on the 
ram, so when the storm clouds blew over 
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Never say “never again...” 



It was only fitting that 
we had to endure 
whiteout conditions 
during our pack out. 


with drizzling rain and cold winds, I was 
willing the ram to stand and give me an 
opportunity, as I shook from chills and 
anticipation. About an hour later, the ram 
rocked in his bed. I was at full draw be¬ 
fore he was on all fours. When he turned 
broadside and began to stretch, I knew it 
was only a few more seconds before my 


arrow would hit home. It was over very 
quickly, and I watched the most beautiful 
animal I had ever seen fall in seconds. 

After a week of nasty weather and 
tough hunting, I felt like the hunting 
gods really gave us a break for this oppor¬ 
tunity. And to make it even better, the 
clouds moved away and allowed the sun 
to shine while we took care of the ram. 
It wasn’t until we loaded our packs and 
started down the mountain that a white¬ 
out blizzard began, making our journey 
back to camp a little more exciting. 

That evening, we arrived at a cabin — 
an extremely welcome sight — and 
we ate one of the best meals of my life. 
Both tenderloins, one backstrap, and 
both racks of ribs were completely gone 
by the time we finished. We sat fat and 
happy as the sun set over the river, reliv¬ 
ing the past 10 days and sharing photos 
we had taken. 

After two 10-day backpack sheep 
hunts, and two last-day rams, I know 
exactly what can happen when prepa¬ 
ration, hard work, a positive attitude, 
a little luck, and being able to capitalize 
on an opportunity come together. To 
take a Fannin of this color is something 
for which I will always be grateful. After 
my last sheep hunt, I said multiple times, 



If I look fat and happy in this photo while 
cooking loins, backstraps, and ribs from my 
ram, it’s because I was. 


“Never again!” Obviously, I was lying. 
This time, I am being more careful with 
my words. 

The author lives in Rocklin, California, with his 
wife, Anne. 

AUTHOR’S NOTE: On this hunt, my equipment of 
choice was a Hoyt Defiant 34 bow, Gold Tip Pro Hunter 
arrows, G5 Montec CS broadheads, Spot Hogg sight, 
KUIU clothing, and a Kifaru pack. 
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D ptics are an open-country mule deer 
bowhunters best friend. The trick to 
using them is learning to look for 
ants instead of elephants. Searching for 
large, grey bodies seldom yields results. 
More often than not, bucks are given 
away by small details that look a little 
out of place, like a white spot that turns 
out to be a rump or throat patch. The 
buck we were watching was given away 
by glare off an antler as he disappeared 
into a tangle. It had been a quick, distant 
glance, but I saw enough to know I want¬ 
ed another look. 

44 


I was hunting the Eastern Plains of 
Colorado with my son, Lane, and for 
an hour or so we waited patiently, but 
only a couple of does emerged from 
the tangle. We knew the buck was still 
in there, but Lane didn’t have much 
time to hunt, so we needed to try to 
find one elsewhere. 

The good news was it was the peak of 
the mule deer rut, when anything can 
happen! Two days prior, Lane had spot¬ 
ted a buck he was anxious to relocate. It 
was a narrow-framed buck with tremen¬ 
dous tine length. I wasn’t as impressed 


with him as Lane was, but he was con¬ 
vinced I’d misjudged him. Like most 
bowhunters, my dreams are haunted 
by stereotypically wide-framed muleys. 
That can lead to a tendency to under¬ 
estimate bucks that lack spread. It re¬ 
ally didn’t matter, though. The buck was 
just off the property we had permission 
to hunt, and now he was nowhere to be 
found. I didn’t mind. I was just happy to 
be hunting with my son. 

I’m proud to say Lane is one of four 
young bowhunters I’ve raised, but with¬ 
out a doubt, he’s the one most smitten 
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A COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYER AND HIS 
DAD SHARE A HUNT AND TAKE TWO OF 
THE BIGGEST BUCKS OF THEIR LIVES. 




Hard work and determination always seem to put Lane in the right 
place at the right time — both ON the field and IN the field. 
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with it. When a kid insists on includ¬ 
ing his Hoyt bow in his senior pictures, 
you know he’s got it bad. The problem is, 
bowhunting isn’t his only true love. He 
has two — bowhunting and football — 
and those two passions don’t easily mix. 

As a linebacker for Western Colorado 
University, Lane has enjoyed a decorated 
collegiate career and will return for 
his senior season this fall as the Rocky 
Mountain Athletic Conference’s cur¬ 
rent career leader in tackles. Although 
undersized, hard work and determina¬ 
tion always seem to put Lane in the right 


place at the right time. Funny how the 
same can be said of just about every suc¬ 
cessful bowhunter I know. 

Football season runs from early Au¬ 
gust through mid-November, eliminat¬ 
ing Lane’s ability to participate in most 
Colorado resident archery seasons, and 
making it difficult for me to plan hunts 
and still make it to his games. Fortunate¬ 
ly, the Eastern Plains archery deer season 
runs late in the year, and so long as we 
draw tags, I get a chance to hunt with 
Lane, and he gets a chance to scratch his 
bowhunting itch. 


As the prime evening hour arrived, 
we returned to where the buck had 
vanished into the tangle. With no sign 
of deer there, we gambled that they’d 
be moving toward a feeding area far¬ 
ther down the creek. We arrived to find 
does moving up the creekbed, and when 
he stepped out behind them, I nearly 
dropped my binoculars! This buck was 
a monster! Wide, long, heavy — he had 
it all. Before I could get a word out of my 
mouth, Lane belted, “That’s a massive 
buck!” They were about a quarter-mile 
away in the bottom of the creekbed, so 
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Postseason muleys 


On his first Eastern Plains outing, Lane 
begged me to shoot this 1 Vi-year-old buck. At 
the time, I thought it was a mistake. But look¬ 
ing back, I’m certain it was an experience that 
helped spark his passion for bowhunting. 

Lane moved quickly to close the gap 
while I watched from a distance. 

Just as he was beginning to crest the 
bank overlooking the creekbed, Lane 
spotted a set of doe ears fixed on his po¬ 
sition. She’d obviously heard something 
but never got a good look at him. When 
Lane raised his bow-mounted decoy, she 
just stood there at 30 yards, staring at 
what she perceived was a buck looking 
over the hill at her. The rest of the does 
looked up, too, but they didn’t spook. 


Amazingly, the rut-crazed buck never 
even glanced at him. His nose remained 
buried in a doe’s back end right up until 
Lane’s arrow pierced his lungs! 

Stalking mule deer during the rut 
presents a unique set of challenges. 
Whitetail bucks typically chase a doe 
out into an isolated spot, and then 
dog her relentlessly until she finally 
submits. Once she does, they keep her 
in lockdown, away from all distractions, 
breeding her multiple times over a 24 to 
48-hour period. Muleys, on the other 
hand, don’t typically attempt to chase 
does away from the group. Hot mule 
deer does usually stay right with the herd 
throughout the entire breeding process. 

Editor Curt Wells wrote after a rut 
hunt he and I once shared, “During the 
early season, a lone, mature buck is a 
gift. During the rut, it’s a miracle.” While 
seeing young bucks by themselves dur¬ 
ing the rut is fairly common, it’s rare to 
see mature bucks alone. When you do, 
it usually means one of two things: He 
ran out of hot does to breed, or he got 
run off by another mature buck. Either 
way, unless he’s injured, he’ll be covering 
ground fast in search of new does. In my 
experience, this is a golden opportunity, 
but you have to act quickly. 

If the buck is in a well-defined travel 
corridor, you can try to get ahead of him 
for an ambush, but my favorite method 
by far is to show him a doe decoy. Now, 
everyone knows I’m a decoy junkie, but 
it’s for good reason. Whether you prefer 
a bow-mounted decoy like the Stalker 


from Ultimate Predator or a Heads Up, 
or even a handheld Montana Decoy — 
if you can get the wind right and get in 
front of the buck undetected, and flash a 
doe decoy at him, get ready to draw be¬ 
cause he’s going to come! Just make sure 
to use common sense with your decoy. 

First off, try to hide your lower body. If 
you shoot from your knees, it takes little 
cover. Second, don’t just stand there like 
a statue. Reach up and flick an ear, or if 
you’re far enough away, lower the decoy 
like the doe is putting her head down to 
feed. Quick flashes of a doe that’s there 
one second and gone the next can put a 
buck into don’t-let-her-get-away mode, 
and that’s when things get really exciting! 

But like Curt alluded to, when it 
comes to mature bucks, that scenario is 
an exception to the rule. Most times, to 
complete a successful stalk on a mature 
muley during the rut, you have to con¬ 
tend with several sets of savvy doe eyes, 
and that can be tough in open terrain. 
Yes, sometimes the stars align and pres¬ 
ent you with enough topography to slip 
within bow range. But in open country, 
you frequently run out of cover. 

Once again, I prefer to have a decoy 
at the ready, but in this situation, I like to 
use a buck. The reasons are simple. First, if 
you run out of cover, you have something 
to try instead of just giving up. If you have 
plenty of time and are confident you can 
find the same buck again, backing out 
to stalk another day could be the right 
move. This is seldom the case for me, and 
during the rut there’s no guarantee that 
buck will even be in the same county the 
next day, so why not try? Second, just like 
it did for Lane, a decoy buys you time. 
Sometimes, even an extra second or two 
can mean the difference between putting 
a giant on the ground or eating tag soup. 


Lane’s stalk on this buck was tricky, because 
he was literally surrounded by does. But a 
Stalker Decoy bought him time, keeping them 
calm long enough for Lane to execute a per¬ 
fect shot on his biggest muley to date! 
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Postseason muleys 


Finally, the reason I almost always use a 
buck decoy is when a buck already has a 
hot doe, he doesn’t care one bit about oth¬ 
er does. The only thing that will typically 
get his attention is another buck that’s in¬ 
vading his space. 

With his biggest muley to date on the 
ground, Lane bad to head back to school, 
so now it was my turn. Almost a week 
had passed by the time I found the nar¬ 
row buck Lane thought I had underesti¬ 
mated. Once I got a second, closer look, 
I knew this buck was far better than I 
had first thought. The only problem was, 
he was five miles as the crow flies from 
where I had permission to hunt, so I 
wrote him off. That was on November 
30, at 4:09 p.m. I know, because I used 
my Phone Skope to shoot some long¬ 
distance video of the buck. 

Here’s where the story takes a crazy 
turn. The very next morning, December 
1, just 15 hours later, I found the buck on 
my hunting ground following three does 
around like a lost puppy! I couldn’t be¬ 
lieve it. Considering the fact that he had 
just covered five miles overnight, there 
was no time to lose. 

After landmarking where he and the 
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It there’s one thing that's sure to gel a rutting mule deer buck's 
attention, it's another buck trying to move in on his does, That's 
exactly why I almost always use a buck decoy during the 
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does bedded down, I attached a Stalker 
Buck Decoy to my bow and donned a 
head-mounted action camera to capture 
the stalk. They were bedded in a good 
spot with a large bank overlooking their 
position. I covered ground quickly on the 
initial approach, and made sure to per¬ 
fectly align all of my landmarks before 
cresting the bank overlooking their beds. 

Slowly peeking over the hill, I could 
plainly see the bush the buck had bedded 
next to and ranged it at 60 yards, but he 
wasn’t there! Anxiety set in as I inched 
forward behind the decoy, scanning for 
antlers, when suddenly I could feel his 
stare. There he was, lying in a new bed, 
and looking right at me. When he stood 


up, my anxiousness shifted into full 
panic. I drew in full sight of him and was 
attempting to settle my bouncing 60- 
yard pin on his vitals, when it dawned on 
me that he was looking at a buck, not me! 
He’s not going anywhere, I told myself, 
and with that, I slowly let down to collect 
my nerves and see how he was going to 
react. It was a good decision! 

After watching me crest the hill, and 
then draw and let down in plain sight, 
the buck glanced over toward his does, 
then back up the hill at me and pinned 
his ears back. Bingo! On he came in my 
direction. When he stopped again at 35 
yards to posture and lick his lips, I drew 
again, but this time settled, triggered the 
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Most trail cameras use only one image sensor to capture images 24 hours a day. So 
you settle for daytime images that are less sharp and rich, and nighttime images that 
leek consistent Illumination and range, CORE OS Dual Sensor Technology gives you 
two image sensors-one optimized for more sharp and rich images during the day and 
another optimized for images with consistent and further illumination at night. So you 
can plot their movements more reliably, and plan your hunts more strategically. 
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(Left) This deep-forked Eastern Colorado buck 
is my most unique muley to date. Letting down 
to give my bow-mounted decoy a chance to do 
its job was definitely the decision that sealed 
his fate. 

(Below) I was able to self-film my stalk from 
start to finish using an action cam mounted 
on my head. The video is available on the 
Ultimate Predator Gear YouTube channel. Here 
you can see the buck approaching me behind 
my Stalker Buck Decoy. 


release, and sent a Rage Trypan through 
his heart! 

When I walked up on the buck, I 
knew Lane was right — I’d grossly un¬ 
derestimated him. This narrow, deep¬ 
forked buck was definitely the most 
unique muley I’d ever taken, and this 
was by far the best mule deer season ever 
for the Farris household. Lane’s buck 
gross-scored 190% inches, while my nar¬ 


row buck shocked everyone, stretching 
the tape at 200% inches gross! 

Based on the title of this article, some 
of you may have thought you were go¬ 
ing to be reading about some nefarious 
act. But “Postseason Muleys” refers to 
the post football season hunt Lane and 
I shared. This one is going to be really 
hard to beat. But you can bet we ll give it 
our best shot. 


AUTHORS NOTESJVIy equipment included a Hoyt RX-3 
bow, Gold Tip Velocity Valkyrie XT arrows, Rage Trypan 
broadheads, Spot Hogg Hogg Father sight, SIG SAUER 
optics, Browning Wasatch apparel, Kenetrek boots, 
and a bow-mounted Stalker Decoy from Ultimate 
Predator. Lane used a Hoyt Carbon Spyder bow, Gold 
Tip Velocity Pro arrows, Spot Hogg Tommy Hogg 
sight, Rage Hypodermic broadheads, Browning Speed 
apparel, Kenetrek boots, and a bow-mounted Stalker 
Decoy as well. 
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diameter profile with an extreme front of center design, high modulus 
carbon construction, and exclusive Dyna-Tek Slick Shield 1 coating. Built 
for speed and long range accuracy, the Arstrike 1 closes long distances 
faster and penetrates deeper with pinpoint accuracy. It's the fastest, 
most versatile long-range hunting arrow your target will never see. 
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Y VIGILANCE broke under (he 
distraction of quaking leaves 
tinted in a chroma of amber light. 

Or 


Fractals and nutters moved in rap¬ 
ture as the combination of late dav 


October sun a net a chilly northwest 

IT 

wind expressed the onset of fall's 


embrace. The contrasting f luid 
movement ot an advancing brown 



ny strip of timber in which I was 
perched and the edge of a large 
cornfield. To my surprise, the buck 
diverged from his linear path into 
1 lie timber strip and selectively 


silhouette broke the visual cadence 






L fiiv |j- 

it 
% 


— snapping me back to reality. 

Just moments before, I watched 
as a young buck thrusted and 
thrashed a nearby licking branch, 
pawing the ground with incredible 
might while asserting his presence 
in the area. With this scene on the 
top of my mind, I couldn't help but 
presume the deer striding in my 
direction was him. A screen of fo¬ 
liage concealed a full visual of his 
body and rack. Moving across the 
broken flag of sticks and leaves, 1 
finally got a glimpse of the buck's 
trophy sized antlers as they con 
trusted against a backdrop of deep 
reen cornstalks. If sen I me to mv 

J 

it in preparation for an impend 
ing shot. Clearly, this was not the 
same deer. 

Slowing his tempo, the buck 
nipped and browsed along a nar- 




row- 


acorns. As he dosed the distance, 
I came to lull draw and settled mv 

4 

aim on his broadside form. The 
arrow went, and as it in slow mo 
(ion, 1 watched as a cardinal ribbon 
erupted from his side, landing on 
the ground and disrupting the con¬ 
toured lines created by the tapestry 
of veI low a nd orange leaves blan ket 
ing the forest lloor. As he ran out of 
sight, [ listened intently for the en 
suing crash. II was October 18, and 1 
had just arrowed a mature buck for 
the fifth straight year, well before 
the calendar flipped to November. 

Less than an hour laler, 1 fol¬ 
lowed a wide spoor of carmine 
beads glistening under the bright 
light ol my headlamp s beam. Com 
ing upon the la lien dark-antlered 
buck in just 75 yards, I knell in the 
cool evening air to both pay my 
respects to the fallen beast, and to 
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BY TIMOTHY G. KENT 


NOVEMBER GETS ALL THE 
ACCOLADES, BUT IN MY 
OPINION, OCTOBER IS 
A SAFER BET FOR 
CONSISTENT 
SUCCESS. 










October is the perfect month 


rf 


marvel at another consummation of 
October success. As I gripped his nine- 
point rack, I was reminded of words fre¬ 
quently penned by my now late friend, 
Craig Dougherty: “The rut can either 
make you a hero, or a zero.” 

Many bowhunters still overlook the 
virtues that October presents to fill a 
tag in lieu of the intense movement and 
high-paced chase periods November de¬ 
livers. I’ve always found November great 
for regularly seeing shooter bucks foot¬ 
loose and free-moving at all hours of the 
day, but struggled to perennially punch 
a tag. Conventional thinking embraces 
the notion that November presents the 
zenith of the season’s opportunity. Al¬ 
though this may be the case in some 
instances, there’s a long list of reasons 
October is the perfect month for consis¬ 
tently killing big bucks. 

October presents long days — espe¬ 
cially earlier in the month. Because of 
this, opportunities to get into the field 
have the potential to be increased, giv¬ 
ing hardcore hunters more time than 
just weekend outings. If you live or work 
close enough to the ground you hunt, it’s 
not unrealistic to get into the woods after 


work during the week. This time of year, 
bucks tend to move closer to darkness, 
providing a greater buffer that allows 
you to arrive at your chosen hunting 
spot with enough time to settle in and let 
the woods calm down. My aim is to be 
in my stand or blind for the last 90 min¬ 
utes of daylight this time of year, for as 
many days as my schedule will allow. If 
time still remains an issue and you work 
a nine-to-five job, try to forego a tradi¬ 
tional lunch hour, or find other ways to 


leave work earlier to realize more stand 
time. This may mean starting earlier in 
the morning, or shifting your sched¬ 
ule in an effort to grab an extra hour at 
the end of the day. The more days you 
can stack in the field this time of year, 
the more opportunity and information 
you’ll have to help you find success. It’s a 
lot easier to pull this off in October than 
once the calendar turns to triple ones. 
Investing time in October can also save 
precious vacation days to use on other 



The vibrantcolors of October are yet another reason 
why I love hunting whitetails during this special month 



NO CELEBRITIES. NO HYPE. JUST ANTLERS 

IN THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO EARN IT 


SCIENTIFICALLY DEVELOPED TO HELP YOU 
ATTRACT, GROW AND HOLD BIGGER BUCKS. 


e invest in the scientific development of 
e world's test food plot seed, not celebrity 
idorserrents or marketing hype. Its been 
oven in the food plots of countless burners for 


more ~han 30 years. It's research-driven products 
backed by resuhs in the hands of real hunters 
like you. Because the deer you take home will 
always be the best measure of our success. And 
Whitetail !nstitu:e croducis contain proprietary 
seeds you can't qet anywhere else in the world 
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October is the perfect month 


hunting opportunities throughout the 
year, or to bone up on family time. 

We’ve often heard that bucks will 
maintain their summer rituals in the 
early parts of the month until they’re 
disrupted by the “October Lull.’’ Infor¬ 
mation presented by the QDMA in 2016 
suggests such restrictions in movement 
do not exist, and that it’s more commonly 
a change or shift in food sources and how 
the deer are utilizing core areas rather 
than the actual activity itself. Finding the 
right areas through this transition can be 
one of the greater challenges, especially as 
bachelor groups of bucks break apart and 
become less visible in open terrain. How¬ 
ever, in lieu of this, those who find success 
tend to take an aggressive approach to 
their October hunting tactics in an effort 
to make the most of the predictability the 
month presents. 

Visual data is a critical component to 
success this time of year. Between scout¬ 
ing cameras that act as your eyes and 
ears when you’re not in a certain location 
and your own observation data, October 
is an ideal time to use that information 
and make dramatic moves to find suc¬ 
cess. If a buck appears in an area once in 



led to do this on mature 
straight October’s now. 


October, there’s a very high likelihood 
he’ll do it again, but you have to act fast 
to catch him in the pattern. Don’t wait a 
week; move in the next time the wind is 
right, and don’t wait for him to come to 
you. I wasted years hoping a buck would 
eventually walk by me. These days, I go 
to them. If I have a single sighting of a 
shooter buck in an area, I will keep stra¬ 
tegically working that area until I either 
have an opportunity to kill him, or I feel 
absolutely certain he’s on a different pat¬ 
tern. Sometimes this means hanging 
back and watching through glass if the 
wind is wrong — either from an obser¬ 
vation stand or from your vehicle, if the 
area allows. If it’s a spot where you have 
the ability to sit stands or blinds for dif¬ 
ferent winds, don’t be afraid to hang 
in there and keep picking your way in. 


There’s a good chance your paths will 
eventually cross and you’ll get a shot. 

Early season food sources can be 
some of the most consistently hit all 
year. Early dropping oak varieties, ap¬ 
ples, green browse, persimmons, pears, 
or plots of clover, alfalfa, or beets are all 
favored by whitetails during the warmer 
October days. If you hunt in an area that 
has agriculture, it’s a good idea to look 
at corn as cover rather than food while 
avoiding beans, unless you have consis¬ 
tent visual data to suggest deer are eating 
them on a regular basis. I have a friend 
who consistently arrows good bucks 
during early October under a cluster of 
apple trees. He waits for the right wind, 
heads in, and so long as he doesn’t dis¬ 
rupt the bucks’ patterns, he keeps hitting 
that location until a big buck shows up. 

Because you may be hunting more 
open areas this time of year, it’s im¬ 
portant to take your entrance and exit 
routes into consideration. The last thing 
you want to be doing is blowing a group 
of deer off an oak flat, ag field, or other 
food source every time you’re coming 
or going from a stand. Over time, I have 
come to believe this is one of the greatest 
contributing factors to a change in deer 
behavior and their use of an area. If you 
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October is the perfect month 


can’t get in and out relatively undetected, 
you’re better off waiting for the one day 
that presents the absolute best possible 
scenario, and then make the most of that 
one hunt. If possible, it can be helpful to 
have a friend, relative, or hunting partner 
drive in and pick you up in a vehicle or 
ATV. In recent years, I have started using 
an e-bike to enter and exit the zones that 
hold my stands and blinds, which the 
deer don’t seem to relate to human pres¬ 
ence. It has been a true game-changer. 

Although much of the previously 
mentioned advantages to finding suc¬ 
cess in October revolves around con¬ 
sistency, another enormous advantage 
is an inconsistent weather pattern that 
can bring dramatic changes in tempera¬ 
ture or other conditions as a front comes 
and goes. Generally, as a weather front 
moves in and the barometric pressure 
drops, being a slave to their stomach, 
deer will feed heavily on desired food 
sources, making them susceptible to 
your advances. The same holds true after 
a strong weather front passes, especially 
when giving way to clear, high-pressure 
days after strong rains or a significant 
drop in daily ambient temperature. 





Lately, I’ve been using an e-bike to 
stealthily access my hunting areas. 


These have become some of my favorite 
days to hunt, and I will work diligently to 
arrange my work and family schedules 
to take advantage of them based upon 
the long-term weather forecasts. Al¬ 
though this type of tactic will work dur¬ 
ing any portion of the hunting season, I 
find that fronts that come in the first half 
of October provide the most reliable re¬ 
sults, especially when deer are working a 
food source that’s easily identifiable that 
time of year. This may be a short window 
of just a couple days, but if your favorite 
weather or hunting app is showing a big 
swing in temps in October, it’s time to 
make arrangements to be in the woods. 


October can mean late nights, long 
days, and many dinners alone, but the 
work and time can be worth it when 
your hands wrap around a larger-than- 
average set of antlers. The key is to make 
your best effort to find balance among all 
the aspects of your life, while maximiz¬ 
ing opportunities to spend time in the 
field. One of the easiest things you can do 
is just show up and believe that the pos¬ 
sibility exists. All too often, bowhunters 
take to the field with diminished hope 
that exciting opportunities can even be 
presented in a month analogous with a 
weakened sense of opportunity. Howev¬ 
er, speaking from firsthand experience, 
October is fraught with exciting oppor¬ 
tunities at big bucks and has proven to be 
anything but a lull. 

The author is a real estate agent and business 
and branding consultant who lives with his wife 
and two daughters in the Finger Lakes region of 
New York. 

AUTHOR’S NOTE: My equipment on this hunt included 
a Mathews Traverse bow, Carbon Express Maxima 
Red SD arrows with Nockturnal FIT lighted nocks, 

Rage Hypodermic NC broadheads, IQ Pro 1 sight, 

QAD Ultrarest, TruFire Synapse release, Sitka Gear 
clothing, and a Bakcou eBike. 
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WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN THE ODDS OF SUCCESS ARE INCREDIBLY LOW? YOU TRY ANYWAY! 



I 


SEPTIMli 20,2019, T raised my head inches at a time to peer over the small rise. Busted. The hull was staring right at 
me from only 35 yards. An arrow on the string, I waited, hunched over, snow pelting my face with rivulets of water 
running down my neck. Stalemate. After a minute-long stare down, he bolted. I stepped forward and came to full draw 
thinking, Holy crap, that s a lot of elk! The bull and 47 cows were trotting perpendicular to me I cow-called loudly, and 
the bull looked and slowed to a stop. I figured there was no way I could shoot with that many cows surrounding him. 
but as he stopped, so did the cows behind him. The ones covering him up moved ahead Like Moses parting the Red 
Sea, there was a 10-foot gap on either side of him as I settled in and broke the shot. On impact, the herd stampeded 
over a rise and into the storm. I followed on a run, wanting to get a visual on the bull if he made it to the timber 
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The story of this bull began in 2018, 
when we first laid eyes on him. Visuals 
were brief, and we could never deter¬ 
mine exactly how many points he had. 
We knew it was seven or eight to a side, 
and we named him “Picket Fence.” Mid¬ 
way through the season, I intercepted 
his herd feeding into a small pocket high 
in the rimrocks. I let his cows feed past, 
waiting for him and praying the wind 
would bold. When he showed, I had him 
dead to rights but screwed it up. My ar¬ 
row smacked him squarely in the shoul¬ 
der, and as he bolted, fell out intact with 
the broadhead. I wanted to puke! 

I blood-trailed him for a few hundred 
yards before losing the trail. I tracked the 
herd in the soft alpine terrain and found 
his cows above timberline with only a 
satellite bull. Hope briefly returned that 
I might find Picket dead. That hope was 
interrupted by a bugle down the valley. I 
peered intently through my binoculars, 
and was shocked to see Picket Fence in 
an all-out battle with another herd bull. 
After soundly trouncing his rival, Picket 
pushed his new bunch of cows up anoth¬ 
er ridge with barely a limp. I gave chase, 
but the closest I got that evening was 90 
yards. He seemed unfazed from his inju¬ 
ry, which only reinforced how incredibly 
tough these animals are. Throughout the 
rest of the month, I had a few more close 
calls with Picket. But with the season 
coming to a close, I finally killed a differ¬ 
ent bull on September 28. 

Memories of Picket Fence haunted 
me through the winter and summer 
months, and I was anxious to look for 
him come September. We set up elk 
camp on September 6, and my nephew, 
Sam, and I spotted him on the morning 


of September 7 — my birthday. We tried 
hard but couldn’t close the deal, and 
with only two days to hunt, Sam shot a 
spike right before dark. While packing 
out the remainder of his spike the next 
morning, we again spotted Picket Fence, 
but we set up in the wrong location and 
I missed my chance. That’s how my luck 
went for the next couple of weeks. 

On September 20, after a night of 
rain pounding on the camper with no 
letup in sight, I decided to rest my back, 
sleep in, and take a break. About 10 a.m., 
Randy Giesey and son-in-law, Zack, re¬ 
turned to camp. After a late breakfast, 
we crammed into my truck and headed 
up the mountain. The rain turned to 
snow, and there wasn’t much hope for 
doing any glassing. We met up with oth¬ 
er campmates, Adam and Mary Miles, 
and Adam’s dad, Brad. They said they’d 
just glassed a bull they were pretty sure 
was Picket Fence, high on the mountain 
during a brief break in the storm. By 
the time we got to where they’d glassed 
from, the mountain was socked in again. 

They described the meadow where he 
was lying with 47 cows. I knew the moun¬ 
tain well, and they assured me none of 
them felt like chancing the weather and 
the many sets of eyes. I knew this wasn’t 
really the case, since all of them are hard¬ 
core hunters. They knew my history with 
Picket and wanted me to be the one to try 
for him. It didn’t take any convincing for 
me. I was out of the truck and suiting up 
for the killer hike. I told the guys I would 
be hiking out in a different location, but 
it wouldn’t be for at least three hours. 
My last words to them were, “You realize 
there is only like a five-percent chance of 
this working.” 

Off I hustled into the storm, on what 
everyone figured was a futile mission. 
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Picket fence 

There were several creek crossings and 
dense forest to go through on the way. I 
quickly realized that I’d put on a wind- 
breaker and not a rain jacket. My two 
shirts underneath quickly became wet, 
and climbing the mountain was the only 
way to stay warm. A strong west wind 
blew, but I knew where the elk were lo¬ 
cated at the base of some cliffs, the wind 
would reverse course. As I approached, 
the wind did switch, and I kept up my ef¬ 
fort to stay below a line where I imagined 
the elk to be. The effort wasn’t enough. 
One cow was low and got my wind. She 
stood and caught me in an opening 300 
yards away. 

It was snowing hard and I stayed mo¬ 
tionless for 15 minutes, avoiding detec¬ 
tion. During that time, most of the other 
elk gathered with her, peering over the 
edge to see what she was looking at. Not 
seeing anything, they eventually milled 
off uphill. I took advantage and ran to the 
next group of trees. I worked along the tree 
edge, closer and uphill in their direction. 
I spotted the snow-covered backs of some 
cows only 60 yards downhill, and quickly 
dropped back around for the wind. Then 
I stalked closer, arrow nocked. 

This brings us back to the begin¬ 
ning of the story. As I sprinted across 
the meadow, the cows hooked below me 
and came into view, watching their back 
trail. Interpreting that as a very positive 
sign, I ran another 30 yards and spot¬ 
ted Picket on his side, with antlers up¬ 
side down and stuck in the ground in a 


blanket of snow, already turning white. I 
knelt briefly with him, wrestling his ant¬ 
lers from the ground and brushing dirt 
and snow from them. It was a powerful 
moment, and I was shaking with excite¬ 
ment as much as from the cold. I knew I 
needed to get out quickly, find some dry 
clothes, and get some help as well. 

More than an hour later, I stumbled 
to the road just as Randy and Zack were 
coming by. As Randy exited the truck 
and asked how it went, I tried my best 
to look dejected. I was covered in snow 
and so was my bow, helping to hide the 
missing arrow. I said, “I’m freezing!” I 
couldn’t help smiling then, and said, 
“You know that five-percent chance I 
mentioned? I’ll take it every time!” 

I tried giving Randy a frozen-hand 
high-five, but he bear-hugged me clear off 
the ground. He kept saying, “I told them 
you’d get him.” A good hunting buddy 
like that is always happy for you, even 
when they know the work that lies ahead. 

When we got to camp, the others 
were napping in warm sleeping bags. 
I woke them up and told them to grab 
their packs. While everyone was getting 
ready, I changed into dry clothes and 
fresh boots. The snow was really picking 
up, and I was anxious to get back to the 
bull. I hoped the grizzly bears were in the 
thick timber sleeping through the storm, 
and not out prowling for food. 

Our packs were loaded with essen¬ 
tials, and with everyone suited up for the 
storm, we began the long trek back up 
the mountain. During each of our breaks 
while climbing, I relayed more of the story. 



In nasty conditions like these, it takes 
special friends to share in the celebra¬ 
tion and work. Pictured left to right are 
Randy Giesey, Brad Miles, Mary Miles, 
me, and Adam Miles. 
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Everyone was amazed that I’d pulled it off 
with so many watchful eyes. I repeated that 
it was just luck, but I guess that luck never 
would have happened had I not put forth 
the effort. If nothing else, I am persistent! 

We broke out into the meadow where 
Picket lay dead with six more inches 
of snow covering him. The photo ses¬ 
sion was difficult, as camera lenses had 
to constantly be wiped off. As soon as 
the photos were done, we quickly got to 
work breaking Picket down for the long 
pack out. Even with the heavy snow, a 
watch was kept for grizzlies. Once we 
were done and packs were loaded, a brief 
pause in the storm allowed for a few 
good photos with Picket on my back. 

Everyone set their own pace down the 
steep, slippery mountain and through 
heavy deadfall. Even with the harsh con¬ 
ditions and the physical exertion, there 
were lots of smiles when we finally made 
it to the trucks. Randy, Zack, Brad Miles, 
and Adam and Mary Miles all contrib¬ 
uted so much to this memorable day, and 
I can’t begin to thank them enough. My 
two-year effort for Picket Fence was a mix 
of highs and lows, close calls and blown 
opportunities, and finally success. With 
each meal of elk steaks, and each glance 
at the antlers, I’m reminded of that snowy 
day high in the mountains. Five-percent 
odds? I’m going every time! 

The author is an accomplished bowhunter and 
writer, who lives in Cody, WY, with his wife, 

Carol. 

AUTHOR’S NOTE: On this hunt I used a Hoyt Carbon 
RX-3, Easton FM J arrows, G5 Striker V2 broadheads, 
Option sight, Zeiss binoculars, TightSpot quiver, and 
Schnee’s Beartooth boots. 
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ALASKA/YUKON 
BULL MOOSE ARE 
INTIMIDATING... 
ESPECIALLY WHEN 
THEY’RE WITHIN 
SPITTING DISTANCE. 

By TOM EDGINGTOH 

T he bull moose was a mere 15 yards away 
and slowly closing the distance between 
us. My guide and I quickly maneuvered 
into a position that placed a six-inch-diam- 
eter spruce tree between us and the angry 
bull. I could see the bull’s eyes rolling back 
under his eyelids as he slowly tilted his head 
back and forth. He was coming for us, and he 
wasn’t happy! 



This was Day Seven of a 10-day moose hunt 
in the Yukon. It was my first visit to the Yukon, 
and my second attempt at hunting one of these 
giant animals. My goal was to take a Pope and 
Young-class bull. 

I flew into Whitehorse, where I was met by 
the outfitter’s wife, Sandra, who then drove 
me to a downtown hotel. After a day of tour¬ 
ing Whitehorse, I was flown into a nice cabin 
on Fortin Lake, where I met my guide, Jason, 
and his son-in-law and assistant guide, Nemo. 
Fortin Lake is roughly four miles long and a 
mile wide at its widest point, and it’s in the 
heart of some of the best moose country in the 
Yukon. My adrenaline spiked as the floatplane 
pilot tipped the plane to one side to point out 
two bull moose sparring along the Pelly River, 
which flows into Fortin Lake. 


BOWHUNTER.COM 69 





A HORN, A PADDLE, AND A SHARP STICK 

That evening, Jason explained that it was still early in the rut, 
and although some small bulls were starting to show interest in 
the cows, the mature bulls were still up in the mountains and 


had not yet made an appearance along the lakeshore. The next 
morning found us boating to the lower end of the lake, where 
Jason and Nemo had previously spotted a cow moose and her 
calf. We beached the boat and made our way through the wil¬ 
lows and into the timber. As we fought our way through the 

thick willows, we discovered a rut pit. A 
rut pit is akin to an elk wallow, and this pit 
reeked of musky moose scent. Jason said 
that this was a good sign that a bull was in 
the area, and he may have joined up with 
the cow and calf. 

As we entered the thick timber that 
stood about 50 yards from the water’s 
edge, I wondered how I could ever get an 
arrow through the thick brush without it 
being deflected. Jason motioned for me 
to stand behind an old spruce while he 
plaintively made some cow calls. Jason 
referred to his call as a “horn.” It consisted 
of a layer of birch bark that was rolled into 
a funnel shape and secured with a few 
wraps of electrician’s tape. 

Jason’s calls were drawn out and 
whiney. As I stood there surveying the 
surrounding brush, Nemo began ges¬ 
turing that he heard a cow answering. 
I heard nothing. After a few minutes of 
silence, Jason called again. Moments 
later, I heard brush breaking and the dis¬ 
tinctive sound of an antler raking a tree. 
We hadn’t been hunting an hour, and we 
already had a bull interested. 

The bull’s raking eventually subsided, 
and we waited in hopes of hearing him 
moving closer to us. Then it happened. I 
felt a breeze tickling the back of my neck. 
The fickle Yukon wind had switched and 
betrayed our position. The timber be¬ 
came quiet. The bull was gone. We slow¬ 
ly made our way back to the boat. As we 
neared the water’s edge, I noticed a fresh 
set of grizzly tracks in the mud. Jason 
and Nemo both carried .45-70 lever-ac¬ 
tion rifles for protection against grizzly 
bears, which were not in short supply in 
this part of the Yukon. Jason said that it 
was not uncommon to have a grizzly an¬ 
swer a moose call, and we needed to be 
ready should that occur. 

The next couple of days were slow. We 
cruised around the lake to different spots 
and called, with no luck. Jason deter¬ 
mined that we should boat several miles 
up the Pelly River and set up a spike camp 
for a couple of days, to see what the moose 
were doing up there. We loaded the jet- 
boat with enough provisions to last us a 
couple days and started up the Pelly. I was 
amazed at the boat’s ability to navigate 
the river, which at some points was no 
more than six inches deep! 

During the first day upriver, we saw 
several cows and calves. That evening, 


The jetboat is the workhorse 
of the Yukon. 



For the BICJOBS, bring on the POWER of 

DR® Chippers & Shredders! 



Seven models 
to choose from! 


POWER. Engi nes up to 13.5 HP 
for the rigors of continuous 
wood chipping. 

CAPACITY. Chip branches up 
to 5.75" in diameter and shred 
cuttings up to 1.5" thick. 

SELECTION. Models for 
yard, farm, and ranch— 
including PTO & towabte units. 



*Assembled in the USA using domestic & foreign parts. 


FREE SHIPPING 


6 MONTH TRIAL 


Co Online or Call for FREE Info Kit! 

DRchipper.com 


TOLL 

FREE 


888-213-2289 



70 BOWHUNTER /// AUGUST/BIG GAME SPECIAL 2020 
















BUCK R 


FLO GREEN 


FLO ORANGE 


Plunger Activated with External On/Off Switch 
Fits S & GT Nocks (.244-.246 ID Shafts). 


. « a . A 

*" J 1m V™ 




d A 




* 


• ’ll 




r j 




1 ■ 




. 4 * 




we took the jetboat several miles upriver from camp and 
floated downstream with the motor off. Light was beginning 
to fade as our boat slowly turned a bend, only to startle a bull 
standing in the river. 

As I grabbed for my bow, Jason whispered, “Too small.” The 
bull let us float to within a few yards of him before he sought ref¬ 
uge with a cow that was on the bank. That evening, we decided 
we should continue to hunt this area as the rut progressed. 

After our next mornings hunt, Jason and I took the jet- 
boat back to Fortin Lake to get more provisions to carry us 
through to the end of the hunt. While we were gone, Nemo 
climbed through a burned area to a high vantage point where 
he could glass the river and small lakes and ponds that were 
interspersed along the river. 

Jason and I were only a few hundred yards from entering the 
lake when we saw a large bull standing in the river in front of 
us. A cow was in front of him, and she started running for the 
bank when she saw the boat. The bull followed her into the thick 
willows on the bank. Jason said that he was a shooter, and we 
quickly beached the boat. We followed the moose into the wil¬ 
lows and tried calling a few times, but the wind was wrong and 
the moose didn’t respond to the calls. 

We arrived back at the tent camp on the river early that eve¬ 
ning with more food and fuel to enable us to hunt several more 
days. Nemo said that he saw three small bulls and an eight-foot 
grizzly. The grizzly was only a few hundred yards downriver 
from our tent and got spooked by the sound of our jetboat. 
Although the next day was a bust, the several different bulls 
that we could hear grunting that evening while we lay in our 
sleeping bags confirmed that the rut was starting to intensify 
and that we had made the right decision to continue hunting 
out of this camp. 

As we motored upriver the next evening, Nemo saw a pad¬ 
dle flash several hundred yards above the river in a burned-out 
area. We brought the boat to shore and set up a spotting scope. 
This was the bull that I had come for. Jason’s rangefinder indi¬ 
cated that the bull was 860 yards away from the river. To make 
matters worse, the bull was bedded in thick regrowth. It was 
too late to make a move on him, so we watched him in his bed 
as our light faded away. 

Over dinner that evening, we discussed our plans for the 


next day. There was a small lake a couple hun¬ 
dred yards inland from the river, and within 
sight of the bedded bull. Jason surmised that at 
some point, the bull would head to the river or 
the lake, which would make for a much shorter 
pack out. 

The next morning found us calling along the 
edge of the small lake. After not getting any re¬ 
sponse, we climbed higher into the burned area 
to glass the spot where we had last seen the bull. 
He was there, but now he had five cows bedded 
with him. Jason figured that at some point dur¬ 
ing the day, the cows would head to the lake for 
water and the bull would follow. It was 9 a.m., so 
we decided to boat upriver to look for another 
bull. We would come back to look for the bed¬ 
ded bull around noon. 

We had not gone more than three or four 
miles upriver, when Nemo saw another paddle 
glinting in the sunlight a few hundred yards off 
the river’s edge. He quickly told Jason to turn the 
™ ‘ J boat around, so we could go back and have a bet¬ 
ter look. As Jason started to turn the boat around, I could hear 
a bull grunting over the sound of the boat’s motor. I looked 
upriver to see a large bull standing in the middle of the river. 
I got Jason’s attention, and he quickly looked at the bull and 
confirmed that he was a good one. We motored downstream 
out of sight of the bull and then brought the boat to shore. 

Jason grabbed the boat paddle and his horn, and I grabbed 
my bow while Nemo tied up the boat. We quickly ran upriver 
and set up in the willows along the shore a couple hundred 
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A HORN, A PADDLE, AND A SHARP STICK 
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yards downstream from where we’d last seen the bull. Jason 
began to call and rake the willows with the paddle. Nothing. 
Jason did more calling and raking. Nothing. We knew the bull 
could hear us, but he was not responding. 

As we scanned the bank for signs of the bull, we no¬ 
ticed a dry slough with soft grass that would make for 
quiet travel in the direction of the bull. We made it to the 
slough, and Jason called again. A cow answered farther 
upriver, so we started running up the slough until we got 
to a point where it ended at a small pond. We then scram¬ 
bled up a three-foot-high bank into the timber above the 
pond and slough. 

We could hear the bull grunting below us. He was com¬ 
ing around the edge of the pond when I caught a glimpse of 


his antlers. All we needed him to do was walk up the slough, 
which would give me an unobstructed 40-yard shot. 

Jason continued raking trees with the paddle, and the bull 
continued to grunt. But instead of following our plan, the bull 
came up the bank and into the timber where we were. Jason 
thought that he could get the bull to walk along the edge of the 
bank above the slough. He would be close, maybe 20 yards, but 
it was an open shooting lane. The bull had other ideas, though, 
and kept heading directly for us. We quickly maneuvered be¬ 
hind a small spruce. He was now at 10 yards and closing. 

The bull started to move to one side of our tree onto a faint 
game trail. As he walked past our tree, I came to full draw 
and scanned the brush between us. I found a small hole in 
the brush, and the arrow was off. The shot felt good, and Ja¬ 
son said that he thought he saw my ar¬ 
row’s fletching right above and slightly 
behind the bull’s elbow. Then we heard 
a crash. As we waited, two cows walked 
up the slough looking for their boy¬ 
friend. We found the bull piled up about 
70 yards away. It was at that point that I 
realized we had just successfully stared 
down an angry Yukon bull moose at 10 
yards with a horn, a boat paddle, and a 
sharp stick! 


The author resides in Cowansville, Pennsylvania, 
with his wife, Susan. 

AUTHOR’S NOTES: My bow of choice on this hunt was 
a PSE Carbon Air 34.1 got great penetration with my 
Easton FMJ arrows that were tipped with G5 Striker 
broadheads. Other equipment included a Hamskea rest, 
Spot Hogg Hogg Father sight, Carter release, 
and clothing from Sitka. 

I booked this hunt with Shawn Raymond’s Yukon 
Big Game Outfitters (250/264-2512, yukonbiggame. 
com) through Bowhunting Safari Consultants 
(1-800-833-9777, bowhuntingsafari.com). 
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The all-new PSE EVO* NXT series is engineered in direct 
response to shooter feedback. With laid-back limbs to 
cancel excess energy,the EVO* NXT has reduced hand 
shock, producing a true dead-in-hand feel. The longer 
riser of the EVO* NXT gives you a steadier hold, and 
it's the quietest bow we've ever made. 


With our all-new ComfortGrip™ System, you can choose 
to shoot with our proven, PSE riser grip technology for 
lower torque, or our new molded grip overlay for greater 
comfort. EVO* NXT bows also feature a new lower 
stabilizer mount location to increase the pendulum 
effect and deliver a more accurate shot. 


LUKAS LEAF PSE NATION 


PRECISION SHOOTING EQUIPMENT INC. • PSEARCHERY.COM 


































Lancaster 

ARCHERY SUPPLY. 

WWW.LANCASTERARCHERY.COM 


WHAT 


5 


NEW 


BRINGING YOU THE LATEST IN BOWHUNTING GEAR 



_ MONTANA DECOY® BESSIE MOO COW™ 

■ Face-forward pose 

■ Easy to handle 

■ Ultra-realistic image 

Stalk closer to game in cattle country with the Bessie Moo 
Cow ($99.99). With convenient handles, Bessie is easy to 
hold and maneuver in windy conditions. Like all of Montana 
Decoy’s products, this one has a photorealistic image of a 
black cow on its lightweight fabric. Just make sure there are 
no bulls in the vicinity — it's that realistic! Contact: Montana 
Decoy, (717) 566-1658, montanadecoy.com. 



EASTON® WORKHORSE™ 


■ Fits 41" compounds w/quiver 

■ Extra-thick corner pads 

■ Arrow box compartment 

Protect your bow with the Easton Workhorse bow case 
($112.99, colors/$118.99, camo). Overall dimensions are 
41 "L x 18"H, and the 5"-deep side enables you to store your 
bow with the quiver attached. Plush corner pads protect cams 
and limbs. The Workhorse is fleece-lined, has eight interior/ 
exterior accessory pockets, 360-degree exterior padding, 
Velcro® anchor system, and a shoulder strap. Contact: 
Easton, (801) 539-1400, eastonarchery.com. 



KUIU® GUIDE ALL-SEASON™ JACKET 


■ Four-way stretch Primeflex® fabric 

■ Wind and water resistant 

■ Features new Valo™ pattern 

The Guide All-Season Jacket ($199) is a durable, wind/ 
water-resistant outer layer that’s great on its own for cool con¬ 
ditions, or with added layers in cold conditions. It’s athletic cut, 
articulated elbows, stretch fabric, and pit-zips keep you moving 
without obstruction. This jacket also features KUIU's newest 


camo — Valo. Using a blend of macro and micro elements, Valo 
takes on the colors of your surroundings and works every¬ 
where. This six-pocket top is available in sizes S-3XL. Contact: 

KUIU, 1-800-648-9717, kuiu.com. 


□ MOULTRIE® XA-6000/XV-6000™ 

■ 16MP images & HD video 

■ Fast, 0.9-second trigger speed 

■ Managed Memory™ saves space 

The Moultrie XA-6000 and XV-6000 cellular cameras 
($119.99) — A stands for AT&T, V for Verizon — are super cool 
and loaded with features like Detection Delay™ (settings from 
0 seconds to 30 minutes), lllumi-Night™ Sensor with 24 LED 
bulbs, a 70' flash range, and high-res still photos and HD video. 
Managed Memory, which works through the Moultrie Mobile™ 
app, deletes the oldest image to free up space for new stuff. 
These cameras operate on 12 “AA" batteries, or you can use 
Moultrie's battery box for connecting to a 12V battery or the 
company’s solar panel for even more worry-free operation. 
Contact: Moultrie, 1-800-653-3334, moultriefeeders.com. 



OUTDOOR EDGE® RAZORBONE™ 


■ Three interchangeable blades 

■ Double-molded polymer handle 

■ Offered in blaze-orange and black 

Want a folding knife that never needs sharpening and will 
process big game from start to finish? Then check out the 
RazorBone ($59.95). It comes complete with three 3.5" drop- 
point blades, two 5" boning/fillet blades, one gut blade, a belt 
sheath and polymer blade box to store spare blades, and a 
pocket clip to keep it handy. Each of the blades locks securely 
into the RazorBone's black-oxide, stainless-steel blade holder, 
and the RazorSafe™ exchange system requires merely a push 
of a button to switch blades. Contact: Outdoor Edge, 
1-800-447-3343, outdooredge.com. 
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Premieres I 

WEDNESDAYS 


CHANNE 


Join us the TV week of July 20, as Bowhunter Magazine Assistant Editor Brian Fortenbaugh heads 
to northern Saskatchewan, where he takes his best bear ever at spitting distance from the ground 
with the help of friend/guide Johnny Prosak. To book a great bear or deer hunt of your own, contact 


Buck Country Outfitters’ owners Dean and Janda Kuypers (306/238-7783, madtrapper74@hotmail.com). 
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Rnwhimfor 2020 youth hunter 

PVtiII Wllvl essay contest results 

Brought to you by Bowhunter® Magazine, Nelson Outfitters, and onX® Maps. 




Congratulations to our 2020 Youth Hunter Essay 
Contest Grand Prize Winner ETHAN PAULAT, 
and to all the other young bowhunters who won 
great equipment from our supportive friends in the 
archery industry Watch for Ethans winning essay in 
our September 2020 issue. The 2021 contest will be 
announced in our November/December 2020 issue. 

GRAND PRIZE WINNER 
Ethan Paulat: a 3-day Spring turkey hunt with 
Nelson Outfitters in Sheridan, Wyoming. Unfortu¬ 
nately, because of pandemic-related travel restric¬ 
tions, we were unable to send Ethan turkey hunting, 
so he graciously accepted a prize package of equal 
value highlighted by a new Hoyt bow, SIG SAUER 
rangefinder, Ozonics unit, and other great gear. 

101 RUNNERS-UP PRIZES: 

Christian Basulto, Waynesville, NC - A Nitrux Bow from Hoyt 
Archery ($949); Gracey Brubaker, New Carlisle, OH - A Gear- 
head Archery T20 Bow ($729); Clem Filbrun, Westphalia, KS 

- A pair of S5 Series 10x42 Binoculars from Styrka ($499.95); 
Beth Riffey, Rossville, IN - A Switch Bow from Mission Archery 
($399); Jamison Yoder, Marion, KY - An M100U Treestand with 
an Of Man by Millennium Speed Rails Climbing System from 
Millennium Treestands and 01 Man by Millennium ($327.23); 
Drew Filbrun, Westphalia, KS - A Dagger 390 Crossbow from 
CenterPoint Archery ($319.99); Keith Stutzman, Clarkson, KY 

- A Gen-X Bow, in Lost Camo with kit (includes 3-pin fiber¬ 
optic sight, fully enclosed rest, and detachable quiver with 4 
carbon arrows) ($300); Mitchel LePage, Lewistown, MT - A 
pair of 10” Grizzly Insulated Pac Boots (available mens whole 
sizes 5-15) from Kenetrek Boots, winner selects size ($280); 
Sawyer Koffer, Anderson, IN - A Fast Eddie Double Pin Sight 
from Spot Hogg ($275); Josiah Swartzentruber, Greenwood, 
DE - A SITKA Gear Prize Package (Cyclone Jacket, Scrambler 


Pant, and SITKA Subalpine Cap) ($263); Ruby Moody, Elka 
Park, NY - A Sniper Elite Whisper Package from CenterPoint 
Archery ($249.99); Kirby VanDover, Poplar Bluff, MO; Wade 
Nichols, Fulton, MO - A Pair of High Ground Boots and a 
Camo Cap from Danner ($230 each); Kaleb Stutzman, Clark¬ 
son, KY; Hayden Hunter, Larsen, WI - A Pair of Alphaburly 
Pro Boots and a Camo Cap from LaCrosse Footwear ($220 
each); Jesse Stutzman, Clarkson, KY - A Magne Drop Raven 
Claw Arrow Rest from Buck Rub Archery ($169.99); Hudson 
Boiler, Cold Brook, NY - A TightSpot Quiver ($167.95); Mi¬ 
chael Miller, Fredonia, KY - A Gen 7 Arrow Rest from Vapor 
Trail Archery ($159.99); Ty J. Miller, La Grange, CA; Marlee 
Koffer, Anderson, IN - A 3’ x 4’ Printed Map from HuntStand 
($159.98 each); Gage Andersen, Gothenburg, NE - A Black Ul¬ 
trarest HDX from Quality Archery Designs ($144.95); Joshua 
May, Morgantown, WV - A Ripcord Max Standard Arrow 
Rest from Ripcord Technologies ($144.95); Hans Miller, La 
Grange, CA - A Carbon Fixation Sight from Buck Rub Archery 
($139.99); Kaden Booker, Carmel, ME - A Fleetwood Monarch 
Recurve Bow from Fleetwood Archery ($139.99); Jared Hess, 
Pendleton, IN - A Pursuit Bow Pack from ALPS OutdoorZ 
($129.99); Tristan Moody, Elka Park, NY - A Galaxy Sage Bow 
from Lancaster Archery Supply Inc. ($119.98); Tanner Stein- 
born, Hazelwood, MO - A Dream Team Deer Decoy Set from 
Montana Decoy Co. ($119); Cade Steinborn, Hazelwood, MO 
- A Bodoodle Switchblade Hunter Arrow Rest from Specialty 
Archery, LLC ($110); Daniel Alan Esch, Narvon, PA; Wade 
Longenecker, Rossville, IN; Joel Meador, Delphi, IN; Tori Bol¬ 
linger, Lititz, PA; Malachi Root, Delphi, IN - An onXmaps Elite 
Hunt One-Year Membership ($99.99 each); Jordan Yoder, Mar¬ 
ion, KY - A Freshman Buck Deer Decoy from Montana Decoy 
Co. ($89.99); Devin Musser, Newmanstown, PA - A Carbon 
Energy Quiver from Buck Rub Archery ($69.99); Wyatt Anti- 
sdel, Blanchardville, WI - A Prize Pack from SLASH Arrows (A 
20” cross bolt arrow pack, 2 INsetBlade cross bolt arrows and 
one practice bolt, 3 broadheads, one target tip) ($59.99); Justin 
Eicher, Fredonia, KY, Derek Hibshman, Accident, MD; Perry 
Schrock, Crab Orchard, KY; Elizabeth Turnbull, Fallon, NV; Na¬ 
than Kauffman, Princeton, KY - A Bowhunter Magazine Prize 
Pack ($50 each); Bo Gardner, Oshkosh, WI - A Bino Harness X, 


Standard from ALPS OutdoorZ ($49.99); Nathanial Turnbull, 
Fallon, NV; Kylie Turnbull, Fallon, NV; Brice Root, Delphi, IN; 
Elmer Yoder, Monticello, KY - A 3-pack of Havoc Broadheads 
from G5 Outdoors ($49.99 each); Shaun Miller, Hartville, OH - 
A 3-pack of Muzzy ONE 3-Blade Broadheads from FeraDyne 
Outdoors ($44.99); Christopher Allgyer, Leola, PA - A 9-lb. 
bag of No-Plow from Whitetail Institute ($39.95); Christian 
Basulto, Waynesville, NC - A 3-pack of Nockturnal FIT Lighted 
Nocks, Green from FeraDyne Outdoors ($34.99); Christopher 
Allyger, Leola, PA; Gage Andersen, Gothenburg, NE; Wyatt An- 
tisdel, Blanchardville, WI; Christian Basulto, Waynesville, NC; 
Hudson Boiler, Cold Brook, NY; Kaden Booker, Carmel, ME; 
Gracey Brubaker, New Carlisle, OH; Justin Eicher, Fredonia, 
KY; Clem Filbrun, Westphalia, KS; Drew Filbrun, Westphalia, 
KS; Bo Gardner, Oshkosh, WI; Jared Hess, Pendleton, IN; Derek 
Hibshman, Accident, MD; Hunter Hayden, Larsen, WI; Nathan 
Kauffman, Princeton, KY; Marlee Koffer, Anderson, IN; Sawyer 
Koffer, Anderson, IN; Mitchel LePage, Lewistown, MT; Joshua 
May, Morgantown, WV; Hans Miller, La Grande, CA; Michael 
Miller, Fredonia, KY; Shaun Miller, Hartville, OH; Ty J. Miller, 
La Grange, CA; Ruby Moody, Elka Park, NY; Tristan Moody, 
Elka Park, NY; Devin Musser, Newmanstown, PA; Wade Nich¬ 
ols, Fulton, MO; Ethan Paulat, Sun Prairie, WI; Beth Riffey, 
Rossville, IN; Brice Root, Delphi, IN; Perry Schrock, Crab 
Orchard, KY; Cade Steinborn, Hazelwood, MO; Tanner Stein¬ 
born, Hazelwood, MO; Jesse Stutsman, Clarkson, KY; Kaleb 
Stutzman, Clarkson, KY; Keith Stutzman, Clarkson, KY; Joshua 
Swartzentruber, Greenwood, DE; Elizabeth Turnbull, Fallon, 
NV; Kylie Turnbull, Fallon, NV; Nathanial Turnbull, Fallon, NV; 
Kirby VanDover, Poplar Bluff, MO; Elmer Yoder, Monticello, 
KY; Jamison Yoder, Marion, KY; Jordan Yoder, Marion, KY - An 
onXmaps State Premium One-Year Membership ($29.99 each); 
Gracey Brubaker, New Carlisle, OH; Clem Filbrun, Westphalia, 
KS; Beth Riffey, Rossville, IN; Jamison Yoder, Marion, KY; Drew 
Filbrun, Westphalia, KS - An Annual HuntStand Pro Subscrip¬ 
tion ($24.99 each); Keith Stutzman, Clarkson, KY; Mitchel 
LePage, Lewistown, MT - A Revelations Split Limb Dampener 
4-Pack (any color of choice) from Bowjax, Inc. ($22.99 each); 
Sawyer Koffer, Anderson, IN - A Smokeys Buck Grunt Call 
from Smokeys Deer Lures ($22). Bit 


Thanks to the following hunting gear manufacturers who have donated equipment to this contest. They share Bowhunter ’s passion for inspiring youth to bowhunt. 
(Be sure to check out the prize listing in the Official Rules for a rundown of the outstanding products these companies have donated.) 
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1,000+ Stores Nationwide • HarborFreight.com 

Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 9/21/20. 


At Harbor Freight Tools, the “Compare to” price means that the specified comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was 
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another national retailer in the U.S. within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others 
may vary by location. No other meaning of “Compare to” should be implied. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT ADVERTISING IN THIS SECTION, 

PLEASE CONTACT JEFF MILLAR AT 717-695-8081; E-MAIL: JEFRMILLAR@OUTDOORSG.COM 



COLORADO WILDERNESS HUNTS 

ELK & DEER. BEAR. MOUNTAIN LION 


PRIVATE " LODGING AND 

RANCH MEALS INCLUDI 

LIMITED ARCHERY ONE-ON-ONE 
HUNTS ONLY GUID11D ONLY 


_LAND- 

FOR SALE 


460+/- ACRES 

158 ACRES - HIGHLY-PRQOUCTIIE 
IOWA RUM CHDONO 

(soybean yields 70+ corn yields 200+) 


302 ACRES - TIMBER & PASTURE 
5 PONDS AND 1 CREEK 



-CONTACT Fill HUE IIFOHKITIDN- 

DWIGHT MCDONALD 1 641-751-9360 

dviKlii@ineigiiliredHliis.tiin 





www trueftightfeathers. com 

mrmtmiK 

NEW -18 Combo Packs! 


6 Trueflight 

Barred + 

12 Solid 
Colors 

1 Pack Fletches 

6 Outstanding 

Fast 

Forgiving, 

Accurate 

Arrows 


ema i I <£$ truef I i g h tf ea l h ers .com 


Manufacturing Company t Inc. 

Box lOOO, MANITQW1SH WATERS 
Wl 54545 h USA (715) 543-8451 

World Leader in Precision Feathers for over 65 ywrs. 



www.bowhuntingsafari.com 

1 - 800 - 833-9777 




T 3-WW DEER HUNTS 

1 Buck (min, 8 pts.], 1 Ooe, 

2 Hogs. Harvest All 4 Animals 
and mint FREE in 2021! 

Ocl 22 $900; Nov. 23-Sec. 31 $1,100: Jn l-ftb 10 SHOD 


Includes Meals and Lodging 

Homo of the Alabama 
World Champion Bowbunt 


334-738-5066 


www.greatsouthernoutdoors.com 


Alabama ranked *2deor population 


Colorado _ 

West Central Colorado - Elk, Mule Deer, Bear. 
5,000 acres private land. Gunnison National 
Forest/BLM. Bow or rifle. Summer pack trips. 
Hubbard Creek Outfitters, 970-872-3818; 
www.hubbardcreek.com Reg. #1115. 
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COLORADO ROCKIES 

TROPHY ELK-DEER-BEAR Archery, Rifle, Muzzleloader 

Hunt thousands of acres from secluded cabins on our private 
hi-country ranch, directly bordering the Grand Mesa National 
Forest. Summer vacation: explore ranch & wilderness by horse 
and 4 wheel. Fish 7 trout-stocked lakes. Breathtaking scenery. 
*Early Reservation Discounts * 

GR Bar Ranch, Paonia, CO 
www.grbarranch.com 800-523-6832 


Hunt Alberta 
Moose 

: feyfijn 

High Success Rates 

%> M 

S i 1 ve rFoxO utf i tte rs. com 


1 - 800 - 899-5064 



Check us out at WWW.bowhunter.com for great hunting how-to and gear advice 


Engage with our hardcore 
bowhunting community. 

READ LOOK WATCH FOLLOW LIKE LISTEN 

Bowhunter 

WWW.BOWHUNTER.COM 
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The authentic American hunter has a story to tell. Headhunters TV 
is here to tell it. Hosts Randy Birdsong and Nate Hosie take you 
behind the scenes to reveal the blood, the sweat and the tears 
that go into creating great outdoor television. 


HEADHUNTERS TV 
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pVfth/ I'Yp/fer Editor 


QUESTION I am an avid reader of Bowhunter Magazine, and I look forward to each issue and the information and hunting 
stories you and the other writers contribute! I am planning an elk hunt in Montana with my brother, nephew, and close friend. 
Could you make some recommendations on arrow/broadhead choices for the hunt? Scott Cool, via e-mail 


Thanks for your e-mail. First, let’s establish the 
number-one goal of every elk hunter — a bilateral pneumotho¬ 
rax — otherwise known as a double-lung collapse. If you only 
puncture one lung on an elk, the odds of recovery are close to 
zero. That makes maximum, and hopefully two-hole, pen¬ 
etration more important than on just about any other North 
American big game animal. 

There are many factors to consider: draw weight/length, ar¬ 
row speed/weight (both kinetic energy and momentum), and 
broadhead construction. All of these factors are intertwined in 
their importance. If you shoot low poundage, or a short draw 
length, your arrow speed will be adversely affected, necessitat¬ 
ing a heavier arrow and a broadhead designed for maximum 
penetration. Heavier draw weights and longer draw lengths 
make the other factors less critical, but they are still important. 

Personally, I tend to vary my arrow weight according to 
the species I am hunting. I may want a flatter trajectory for 
antelope, deer, or caribou, but for a very tough animal like an 
elk, I prefer an arrow in the 500-grain range. I have a 30.5-inch 
draw, and I typically shoot 67 pounds. Because this setup de¬ 
livers plenty of energy and momentum, I can shoot most any 
quality broadhead from fixed blades to heavily built mechani¬ 
cals like the Rage Trypan and not worry about penetration. 

We don’t have the space to get into all the physics, and 
there is plenty of dispute among bowhunters on this topic, but 
without knowing your specifics I would recommend an arrow 
weighing at least 450 grains (total arrow/broadhead) for elk. 

An arrow’s front of center (FOC) is also important to penetra¬ 
tion, and I strive for at least 12 to 13 percent or more. 


Yes, if your draw weight and arrow speed are exceptional (well 
over 300 fps), you might get by with a lighter, flatter arrow, but I 
still wouldn’t go below 400 grains under any circumstances. Will 
it work, yes, but if the shot is in any way marginal, a lighter arrow 
will not likely bail you out. If your draw weight and arrow speed 
is average (under 280 fps), your total arrow weight should go up. 

I know that sounds counterintuitive, but consider the recurve 
archer who is shooting only 190 to 200 fps and using arrows of 
600 grains and up. They certainly don’t go down in arrow weight. 
In almost any scenario, a heavier arrow will penetrate better on a 
live animal. And no test medium can replicate the real thing. 

Broadhead design does matter, but mostly in a basic sense. 
If you start with a well-tuned bow, there is no question the best 
penetrating broadhead is a cut-on-contact, fixed two-blade 
design like a Muzzy Phantom, Magnus Stinger, or Iron Will 
broadhead. A fixed-blade broadhead and certain mechanical 
heads are next, and then comes the really wide-cut mechanical 
broadheads. If you hope to drive a two-inch-wide broadhead 
completely through an elk, you had better have some energy 
and a heavy arrow behind it. If you do, it’s devastating. 

By now, you can see that all these factors are codependent, 
which is why there is so much debate. If you’re an average 
archer shooting 65 pounds at a 28-inch draw, I would shoot an 
arrow/broadhead combo that weighs around 475 grains (with 
decent FOC), and a strong, super-sharp broadhead that gives 
you confidence. Then hunt your way close and drive it through 
both lungs. Good luck. 


E-mail your ASK BOWHUNTER questions to bowhunter_magazine@outdoorsg.com 


Building the perfect elk arrow 
depends on many factors, indud 
ing broadhead design, arrow 
weight, front-of-center balance, 
and the draw weight and draw 
length of a well-tuned bow. 
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Affordable & Innovative 

Whether you want one cell trail camera, or a 
dozen or more, Cuddeback leads the way... 

Saves you hundreds vs other brands 

Patented CuddeLink technology allows you to 
connect up to 24 cameras, yet requires only 
one cell plan. Delivering the lowest cost-per- 
camera cellular service. 

CuddeLink works where other brands don’t 

CuddeLink Cell is the only camera in the 
network that requires cellular connectivity. 

Allowing users to put remote cameras in LTE 
dead zones and still get the advantage of cell. 

Plus the performance and durability 
Cuddeback is known for. For affordable 
cell service, the choice is obvious. 
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Up to 23 CuddeLink cameras send 
images to 1 CuddeLink Cell 


Learn more at Cuddeback.com 


CuddeLink Cell plans start at s 10 per month for 750 images. 
Additional images are only s 5 per 1000. Other plans available. 












































